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EDITORIALS 


Olive  Trees 

The  last  number  of  Olive  Trees 
contained  the  announcement  from 
Mr.  Blair  of  his  retirement  from  the 
active  editorship  of  the  Olive  Trees. 
It  is  but  fitting  that  this  number 
should  contain  an  expression  of  ap- 
preciation of  his  efficient  and  devoted 
work,  which  has  kept  alive  the  maga- 
zine. No  word  of  praise  could  be  too 
high  for  the  spirit  in  which  Mr.  Blair 
has  done  his  work.  Traveling  about 
the  Church  for  the  most  part  of  two 
years,  and  greatly  burdened  with 
other  work  during  the  greater  part 
f the  time  when  he  has  been  re- 
sponsible for  the  paper,  he  has 
nevertheless  done  the  work  in  such 
a way  that  it  has  won  the  admira- 
tion of  those  who  have  been  in  any 
way  associated  with  him  and  the 
cordial  approval  of  the  Church.  To 
continue  to  edit  the  paper,  printed  as 
it  must  needs  be  in  Philadelphia, 
while  he  lives  at  the  other  end  of  the 
State,  has  proven  impracticable  and 


he  has  had  to  give  it  up.  This  is  a 
matter  of  great  regret  to  him,  and  of 
deep  loss  to  the  Church.  Also,  inci- 
dentally, it  has  increased  the  troubles 
of  the  present  writer. 

So  many  appeals  have  been  re- 
ceived, however,  that  by  some  means 
the  Olive  Trees  be  continued,  that 
it  has  been  decided  to  at  least  make 
an  attempt  to  continue  it  under  the 
present  arrangement.  The  present 
editor  has  the  promise  of  some  others, 
especially  Mr.  Blair  himself,  and  Dr. 
Wilson,  of  the  Foreign  Board,  to 
assist  in  the  work,  and  11  is  hoped  that 
the  magazine  may  appear  from  month 
to  month  in  a way  that  will  retain  the 
approval  of  its  readers.  No  pains 
will  be  spared  to  make  it  a success. 

We  want  to  appeal  also  to  the  read- 
ers of  the  magazine,  and  the  friends 
of  missions  throughout  the  Church  to 
help  in  the  work.  There  are  now 
about  400  subscribers  in  arrears. 
Will  they  not  renew  at  once?  It  has' 
been  impossible  for  Mr.  Blair  to  write 
to  them,  but  let  not  his  silence  seem 
to  give  consent.  We  need  your  money. 
Besides  we  want  to  continue  to  send 
you  the  paper.  Will  you  not  renew 
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your  subscription  at  once?  Also,  the 
increased  cost  of  paper  and  of  post- 
age will  compel  us  to  have  an  in- 
creased subscription  list.  Will  you 
not,  gentle  reader,  send  us  a subscrip- 
tion, either  for  yourself  or  for  some 
one  who  calls  you  friend,  and  so  help 
on  with  the  work.  The  Synod  has 
expressed  a wish  that  the  Olive 
Trees  be  self-suporting,  and  we 
wish  to  keep  it  so.  If  the  friends  of 
missions  will  support  us,  it  can  be 
done.  We  are  counting  on  you. 

The  Annual  Report 
This  number  contains  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions. It  is  appropriate  to  say  some- 
thing of  the  work  of  the  writer  of  the 
report,  Dr.  F.  M.  Wilson,  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  of  the  Board, 
Those  who  have  known  Dr.  Wilson’s 
increasing  zeal  and  efficiency  in  con- 
nection with  his  work  during  the  last 
few  years,  have  the  most  cordial  ap- 
preciation of  it.  Any  one  who  thinks 
of  it  will  realize  that  the  Administra- 
tion of  a work  carried  on  at  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  occupying  the  labor  of 
30  missionaries,  and  receiving  and 
expending  each  year  almost  $60,000, 
entails  a great  deal  of  labor  on  some 
one.  Dr.  Wilson  is  the  one.  Aside 
from  the  handling  of  accounts,  which 
is  done  gratuitously  in  Mr.  Steel’s 
office,  almost  the  entire  work  of  di- 
recting the  Missions,  of  planning  for 
their  expansion,  of  directing  their 
policies,  of  meeting  and  settling  their 
many,  and  sometimes  vexing,  prob- 
lems, is  the  work  of  Dr.  Wilson.  He 
does  it  well,  increasingly  well.  And 
while  he  expects  no  word  of  praise,  it 
is  but  right  in  connection  with  the 
publication  of  this  report,  the  com- 
pilation and  writing  of  which  has 
been  no  little  labor,  to  expres  a recog- 
nition of  it. 

interesting  and  should  be  read  by 
every  one.  It  has  been  prepared  on 
The  report  itself  is  exceedingly 
a different  basis  from  that  of  last 
year,  and,  while  it  does  not  give  such 


a complete  review  of  the  details  of  the 
work  for  the  year,  it  does  give  a very 
interesting  and  very  readable  account 
of  the  work  that  has  been  done  and 
is  in  prospect.  It  shows  that  in  spite 
of  the  distraction  of  these  war  times, 
the  work  is  going  forward.  The  re- 
port of  Dr.  Dixon,  which  we  publish 
in  full,  is  one  of  the  most  promising 
and  most  interesting  which  we  have 
received  from  any  of  our  missions  in 
recent  years.  That  the  Chinese  them- 
selves should,  from  their  own  re- 
sources, complete  such  a work  as  the 
building  of  the  Hospital,  is  a most 
promising  event;  it  shows  that  they 
are  taking  hold  of  Christianity,  or, 
rather,  that  Christianity  is  taking 
hold  of  them,  in  a very  remarkable 
way.  It  is  an  encouraging  promise 
of  a self-supporting  native  church 
Dr.  Dixon  is  to  be  congratulated  as 
being  the  inspiration  of  such  a work. 
We  publish  again  the  picture  of  the 
Hospital,  which  we  will  look  at  again 
with  a new  interest. 

Word  from  Dr.  Stewart 

The  following  has  been  received, 
giving  some  account  of  Dr.  Stewart 
since  his  internment  by  the  Turks : 
‘‘Constantinople,  March  8,  1918. 

The  Swedish  Legation  at  Constan- 
tinople has  the  honor  to  transmit  a 
message  from  the  Rev.  James  S. 
Stewart,  an  American  citizen  at 
Konia.  Mr.  Stewart  states  that  at 
the  instance  of  the  Ottoman  Govern- 
ment he  left  his  home  at  Latikia, 
where  his  wife  and  son  still  reside, 
and  is  living  now  at  the  American 
Mission  in  Konia.  He  states  further 
that  he  is  comfortable  and  in  good 
health.” 

The  Royal  Swedish  Ministry  for 
Foreign  Affairs  communicated  the 
above  message  to  the  American  Lega- 
tion at  Stockholm.  This  news  is  far 
from  satisfactory,  but  it  is  better  than 
none.  We  trust  that  he  may  soon  be 
permitted  to  return  to  Latikia  and  his 
family. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 


SYRIA  AND  ASIA  MINOR 

Since  our  last  report  to  Synod  the 
kaleidoscopic  changes  in  the  Levant, 
continuing  with  bewildering  rapidity, 
have  touched  the  fortunes  of  every 
one  of  our  workers  in  this  section  of 
our  field.  God  has  most  graciously 
carried  safe  to  the  home  land  many 
of  those  for  whom  we  had  deep  con- 
cern a year  ago.  A party  comprising 
Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett,  Dr.  Peo- 
ples’ wife  and  their  three  little  chil- 
dren, Mr.  J.  French  Carithers  and 
Miss  Margaret  McFarland  arrived  in 
New  York  last  August.  And  the  two 
sons  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  McCarroll,  who 
had  been  attending  school  in  Switzer- 
land, landed  safe  and  well  early  in 
September. 

Mrs.  McFarland,  wife  of  our  Rev. 

A.  J.  McFarland,  accompanied  the 
party  from  Mersina  as  far  as  Swit- 
zerland, where  she  is  still  safely  situ- 
ated, awaiting  the  opportunity  to  re- 
turn to  her  husband. 

For  reasons  we  do  not  fully  under- 
stand Rev.  James  S.  Stewart  was  re- 
moved from  his  station  in  Latakia 
some  months  ago,  and  has  been  in- 
terned in  Konia.  From  more  than 
one  source  assurances  reach  us  that 
he  is  safe  and  well  in  Konia,  and  there 
is  thus  far  every  prospect  that  his 
life  and  health  are  not  in  jeopardy. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have 
remaining  in  Latakia  Miss  Maggie 

B.  Edgar  with  Mrs.  Stewart  and  her 
son  James,  and  in  Mersina  Dr.  John 
Peoples  and  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland. 

The  Board  has  been  able  to  have 
direct  correspondence  with  neither 
Syria  nor  Asia  Minor.  An  under- 
standing indirectly  effected,  is  be- 
lieved to  have  enabled  the  workers  in 
both  fields  to  provide  for  their  finan- 
cial needs.  Much  work  under  suspen- 
sion has  been  carried  forward  by 
native  helpers.  As  the  result  of  po- 
litical conditions  the  cost  of  this  serv- 
ice has  been  greatly  increased.  The 
Board  has  recognized  the  wisdom  of 
preparing  to  meet  this  accumulating 
draft  on  its  treasury  against  the  day 


of  the  return  to  normal  political  con- 
ditions. 

Our  most  direct  medium  of  com- 
munication with  Mersina  and  Latakia 
has  been  Mrs.  A.  J.  McFarland,  who, 
since  taking  up  her  residence  in  Swit- 
zerland, has  heard  regularly  from 
Mersina  and  two  or  three  times  from 
Latakia.  Indirectly,  we  have  heard 
through  representatives  of  other 
Boards  that  our  worxers  are  safe  and 
are  permitted  to  continue  a large  por- 
tion of  their  activities.  From  every 
source  comes  the  intimation  that  they 
are  giving  most  fully  of  their  time  to 
the  relief  of  the  suffering  and  comfort 
of  the  sorrowing.  In  all  the  annals 
of  misionary  heroism  this  story,  when 
written,  of  the  deeds  of  kindness,  sac- 
rifice and  fidelity,  in  which  it  has  been 
given  to  our  brave  workers  to  have  a 
part,  will  be  among  the  most  illus- 
trious. 

In  this  connection  record  should  be 
made  of  the  fact  that  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Edgar  and  Miss  M.  Florence  Mearns 
accepted  appointment  to  the  Red 
Cross  Unit  which  sailed  from  New 
York  about  the  middle  of  March  for 
relief  work  in  Palestine.  Mrs.  Edgar 
and  the  children  remain  behind  in 
Greeley,  Colorado.  Thus  two  of  our 
regular  workers  have  been  carried 
out  to  a field  where  they  can  make  use 
of  their  gifts  and  experience  among 
people  akin  to  those  with  whom  they 
formerly  labored.  Besides  there  is  no 
small  likelihood  that  they  will  meet 
refugees  from  our  Asia  Minor  and 
Syrian  fields.  Miss  Evangeline  Me- 
theny,  under  appointment  of  the 
Board  of  the  Covenanter  Church  in 
Ireland,  and  her  brother,  Mr.  Living- 
stone Metheny,  went  out  as  members 
of  the  same  unit.  We  praise  God  for 
their  safe  arrival  and  their  entrance 
upon  duty  in  the  Holy  Land.  The 
romantic  interest  attaching  to  their 
work  in  Palestine  will  increase  our 
earnestness  in  intercessions  on  their 
behalf. 

CYPRUS 

In  Cyprus  the  workers  have  been 
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the  same  as  last  year,  except  that  Mr. 
Charles  A.  Stewart  demitted  our 
field  and  entered  the  service  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  India. 
Increasing  opportunities  have  opened 
before  our  missionaries  on  the  Island, 
so  that  in  a sense  the  things  that  have 
fallen  out  to  them  have  been  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  Gospel.  In  addi- 
tion to  their  normal  lines  of  work 
they  have  been  able  to  serve  the  refu- 
gees and  soldiers  in  considerable 
numbers. 

Owing  to  our  inability  to  send  out 
additional  laborers,  the  Rev.  Walter 
McCarroll  has  remained  in  the  work 
and  a rearrangement  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Calvin  McCarrolFs  schedule  has  been 
made.  They  moved  last  fall  from 
Nicosia  to  Larnaca,  and  Dr.  McCar- 
roll has  taught  in  the  Academy  part 
time.  He  was  in  Nicosia  from  Friday 
morning  till  Monday  afternoon,  the 
remainder  of  his  time  being  spent  in 
Larnaca.  By  this  method  his  medi- 
cal and  evangelistic  work  did  not  suf- 
fer seriously,  and  the  school  work 
received  imperative  help.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Carroll taught  regularly  in  the  girls’ 
school.  Dr.  McCarrolFs  report  shows 
that  a number  of  medical  and  evan- 
gelistic tours  were  made,  with  no 
small  encouragement.  It  is  to  be 
noted  that,  while  there  was  more  than 
the  usual  amount  of  illness  in  the  mis- 
sionary circle,  God  graciously  spared 
precious  lives  and  restored  again  to 
health.  Repeated  reference  has  been 
made  during  the  year  to  the  praise- 
worthy work  of  Mr.  W.  Wilbur  Weir. 
Although  laid  aside  a few  weeks  with 
typhoid,  he  has  rendered  service  of  a 
very  high  order. 

Dr.  McCarrolFs  report  shows,  al- 
though giving  half  his  time  to  the 
school,  that  he  gave  6180  office  treat- 
ments, against  7800  last  year;  and  14 
visits  to  villages,  against  26  last  year, 
and  made  280  outside  visits,  as 
against  636  last  year.  And,  remark- 
able as  this  showing  is,  it  does  not 
tell  the  full  story,  as  this  year  the 
reports  cover  but  nine  months,  while 
last  year  they  covered  twelve.  Mails 


are  now  so  delayed  that  in  order  to 
get  the  reports  forwarded  in  time  for 
Synod  it  was  decided  for  the  present 
at  least,  to  make  the  reports  cover  the 
period  only  up  to  the  close  of  the  cal- 
endar year. 

Rev.  Walter  McCarroll  reports  the 
last  year  as  one  of  the  most  satisfac- 
tory in  his  experience  on  the  Island. 
With  a deepening  of  the  spiritual  life 
manifest  on  all  hands  and  increased 
efficiency  in  the  school,  he  sends  for- 
ward his  report  in  a spirit  of  opti- 
mism. Four  graduated  last  June 
from  the  Academy  and  two  others 
should  have  passed,  but  failed  in  final 
examinations.  On  September  24th 
the  school  year  of  1917-1918  opened 
with  an  increased  registration  over 
that  of  any  preceding  year.  “With 
the  opening  of  the  school  we  took 
measures  and  enforced  regulations 
which  have  greatly  improved  the 
order  and  discipline.”  These  “made 
for  increased  efficiency  in  the  class- 
room as  well.  The  /term  which  closed 
December  21st  was  one  of  the  most 
satisfactory  from  every  point  of  view 
that  we  have  had.”  Speaking  of  visi- 
ble results  of  a religious  character,  he 
says:  “While  there  was  no  real  in- 
crease in  membership  during  the 
period  under  review,  yet  we  are  con- 
vinced there  was  a deepening  of  the 
spiritual  life  in  the  hearts  of  some. 
Evangelist  Dimitriades  has  shown  a 
marked  awakening,  and  is  now  work- 
ing with  a diligence  and  enthusiasm 
never  manifested  before.”  In  De- 
cember he  “came  down  from  Nicosia 
and  held  a series  of  meetings  with 
the  students  which  we  believe  were 
not  without  definite  spiritual  results.” 

In  Nocosia  and  Kyrenia  Mr.  Mc- 
Carroll held  religious  services  as  time 
and  strength  permitted,  and  regularly 
in  Larnaca:  “In  the  forenoon  a serv- 
ice in  Greek  and  another  in  English, 
in  the  afternoon  a Greek-Turkish 
service  and  frequently  an  English- 
Arabic  service,  and  in  the  evening  a 
service  with  the  soldiers  or  with  the 
students.” 

The  Board  lays  before  the  Church 
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the  urgent  needs  of  Cyprus.  If  the 
ever-increasing  opportunities  are  not 
to  pass  unimproved,  we  must  have  a 
minister  to  help,  and  in  time  relieve, 
Rev.  Walter  McCarroll,  whose  fur- 
lough is  overdue.  We  should  have 
within  a year  a young  man  to  teach 
in  the  Academy.  Mr.  Weir’s  appoint- 
ment expires  next  year  in  June.  As 
soon  as  possible  a woman  should  be 
sent  out  to  take  charge  of  the  girls’ 
school. 

Mr.  McCarroll  makes  a strong  ap- 
peal for  an  appropriation  of  $700  or 
$800  to  purchase  the  field  adjacent  to 
the  Academy  for  athletic  purposes. 
They  now  rent  it,  but  if  sold  to  some 
outside  party,  it  would  seriously  crip- 
ple the  school.  The  Board  feels  this 
purchase  should  be  made.  And  in 
view  of  greatly  increased  cost  of  liv- 
ing in  Cyprus  it  is  felt  that  some  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  suitable 
summer  vacation  quarters  for  our 
missionaries.  They  cannot  remain  on 
the  lowlands  during  July  and  August, 
and  their  salaries  are  not  adequate  to 
enable  them,  without  undue  strain,  to 
rent  quarters  in  the  mountains. 

The  Synod  will  feel  how  fitting  it  is 
in  this  report  for  us  to  make  note  of 
the  rare  devotion  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  McCarroll  in  consenting  to 
continued  separation  by  thousands  of 
miles,  with  his  furlough  voluntarily 
deferred,  that  the  cause  dearer  to 
their  hearts  than  the  fondest  earthly 
associations  may  not  suffer.  The 
Lord  reward  them  and  others  who,  in 
these  awful  times  of  sacrifice  are 
showing  the  same  consecration  for 
the  sake  of  Christ. 

CHINA 

The  work  in  China  has  been  too  ex- 
tensive to  allow  of  a detailed  review 
in  this  report.  Our  attention  gathers 
about  three  centres.  In  Tak  Hing  and 
Lo  Ting  we  have  our  schools,  hospitals 
and  organized  congregations.  Nat- 
urally the  most  of  our  workers  make 
headquarters  in  one  or  other  of  these 
two  cities  and  their  efforts  to  evangel- 
ize the  fields  radiate  from  these 
points.  In  Canton  we  have  Dr.  and 


Mrs.  Wright  employed  in  the  duties 
of  the  Canton  Medical  Missionary 
Union;  and  our  new  missionaries — 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Adams,  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Mitchel,  Miss  M.  Edna 
Wallace,  M.  D.,  and  Miss  Inez  M. 
Smith,  R.  N. — have  been  located  there 
to  acquire  more  readily  a working 
knowledge  of  the  Chinese  language. 
They  are  under  instruction  in  the 
language  school  conducted  by  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  They  hope  to 
be  able  by  autumn  to  take  up  a por- 
tion of  regular  work.  Dr.  Wright 
sums  up  his  wide  range  of  duties  in 
the  hospital  in  these  words : 

“My  work  during  the  year  has  been 
the  surgical  and  pathological  depart- 
ments; two  hours  a week  teaching  in 
the  Hackett  Medical  College  for 
Women,  two  hours  a week  teaching 
in  the  Rung  Yee  Medical  College  for 
men ; and  the  charge  of  the  internes.” 
Dr.  Wright  says  he  believes  his  oppor- 
tunities for  medical  evangelistic  work 
and  for  Christian  medical  educational 
work  have  been  largely  increased  by 
his  transfer  to  Canton  Medical  Mis- 
sionary Union. 

He  specifically  says  that  his  favor- 
able opportunities  for  presenting  the 
testimony  of  our  own  Church  have 
been  more  numerous  than  formerly. 
There  is  no  mistaking  that  Dr. 
Wright’s  heart  is  in  this  new  venture. 
He  feels  that  his  influence  and  power 
for  the  future  Christianizing  of 
China  he  is  able  to  reproduce  many 
fold  in  the  young  men  and  women  he 
is  helping  to  educate.  He  has  dis- 
played an  admirable  spirit  in  all  his 
representations  to  this  Board;  and, 
while  he  is  willing  to  be  guided  by  the 
decision  of  Synod  in  the  final  deter- 
mination of  his  relation  to  the  hos- 
pital, there  can  be  no  doubt  he  sin- 
cerely hopes  Synod  will  be  able  in  its 
wisdom  to  conserve  the  interests  of 
the  Church  and  at  the  same  time  per- 
mit him  as  the  servant  of  the  Church 
to  continue  in  the  discharge  of  these 
duties. 

Understanding  that  the  Synod  de- 
sired the  Board  to  co-operate  in  se- 
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curing  fuller  facts  as  to  the  character 
of  the  Union  conducting  the  hospital, 
the  Board  submits  herewith  the  state- 
ment of  the  Mission  in  China,  to- 
p-ether with  extracts  from  such  let- 
ters of  the  missionaries  as  may  help 
to  shed  light  on  the  subject,  and  the 
documents  which  were  before  the 
Board  when  the  appointment  was 
made.  We  also  submit  the  report  ot 
the  Hospital,  in  which  is  found  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  in- 
stitution. It  is  hoped  that  these 
papers  and  letters  will  enable  the 
Synod  to  reach  a just  conclusion  as 
to  whether  this  union  is  of  such  a 
character  as  will  permit  the  Church 
to  have  its  representative  engaged  in 
the  work  of  the  Hospital.  We  unite 
in  the  prayer  that  the  Spirit  of  Jesus 
Christ — the  Spirit  of  all  wisdom — 
may  guide  to  a righteous  decision. 

Since  our  last  report  to  Synod  some 
developments  touching  the  personnel 
of  the  force  may  here  be  noted.  Dr. 
A.  I.  Robb  has  continued  in  this  coun- 
try under  treatment,  never  relin- 
quishing the  hope  that  he  may  be  able 
to  return  to  China.  It  is  hoped  that 
such  medical  representations  may  be 
made  to  the  Board  in  the  autumn  of 
this  present  year  as  will  lead  to  a 
proper  decision  on  the  question  of  his 
return.  Acting  on  medical  advice  at 
home  and  abroad  the  Board  reluc- 
tantly decided  that  Rev.  D.  Raymond 
Taggart  and  family  should  not  return 
to  the  field.  Accordingly  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Taggart  with  much  regret  gave 
up  the  missionary  service  and  are 
now  engaged  in  the  home  land.  The 
Board  desires  to  record  its  apprecia- 
tion of  the  services  and  devotion  of 
these  servants  of  Christ  and  our 
prayer  is  that  the  Lord’s  rich  bless- 
ing may  rest  on  them  and  their  labors 
in  days  to  come. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Doig,  who  served  in 
the  Gospel  with  rare  devotion,  passed 
to  her  reward  November  16th,  1917. 
Although  Mrs.  Doig  was  not  under 
appointment  she  accompanied  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Julius  A.  Kempf  to  the  land 
of  their  chosen  labors,  and  with  un- 
failing consecration  she  helped  in  the 


work  to  the  end.  Her  praises  are  in 
the  mouths  of  all  the  missionaries. 
This  is  furlough  year  for  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kempf,  who  are  already  in  this 
land,  and  for  Miss  Mary  Adams,  who 
is  expected  in  this  country  this  sum- 
mer. Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart 
lias  concluded  that  her  physical 
strength  permits  of  her  extending  her 
term  of  service  until  next  year.  Dur- 
ing the  year  Miss  Jean  M.  Barr  has 
pursued  her  studies  in  the  Bible 
Teachers’  Training  School,  of  New 
York  City,  and  it  is  hoped  she  may 
sail  for  China  in  the  late  summer. 
The  need  for  a male  physician  in  the 
Tak  Hing  hospital  continues  and  is 
more  keenly  felt  than  a year  ago. 
Large  sections  of  both  districts  offer 
distinct  attractions  to  those  qualified 
for  medical  evangelistic  work.  The 
need  of  more  ordained  men  to  enter 
year  by  year  into  the  whitening  fields 
should  be  kept  in  view.  The  call 
comes  from  both  Tak  Hing  and  Lo 
Ting  for  Bible  trained  women  to 
work  among  the  women  and  children. 
And  the  position  of  a trained  teacher 
for  a boys’  school  in  Lo  Ting  is  still 
unfilled. 

Barring  some  discouraging  fea- 
tures, the  work  in  the  China  fields  has 
been  blessed  with  rather  marked  suc- 
cess. We  have  had  on  the  field  23 
missionaries.  These  had  the  co- 
operation of  five  native  licentiates, 
three  evangelists,  21  native  teachers, 
and  five  Bible  women.  The  number 
of  communicants  reported  this  year  is 
545,  a net  gain  over  last  year  of  81. 
The  contributions  of  the  native 
church  show  a steady  advance.  There 
have  been  21  Sabbath  schools  in 
operation.  The  total  number  of  day 
schools,  exclusive  of  the  Theological 
Class  was  13,  in  which  there  were 
enrolled  301  pupils.  In  the  Theo- 
logical Class  there  were  12. 

In  summing  up  the  work  of  the 
medical  department  it  must  needs  be 
in  mind  that  the  hospital  at  Lo  Ting 
was  in  operation  but  six  weeks  before 
January  1st  of  this  year,  the  date  to 
which  the  reports  cany  us.  For  Tak 
Hing  and  Lo  Ting  there  are  reported 
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69  operations,  83  in-patients,  2172 
dispensary  patients  and  4187  dispen- 
sary treatments ; while  from  the  Can- 
ton Medical  Missionary  Union  there 
are  reported  921  operations,  1649  in- 
patients, 4526  dispensary  patients, 
and  9000  dispensary  treatments. 

The  Gregg  Memorial  Hospital  has 
been  under  the  supervision  of  Dr. 
Kathryn  W.  McBurney.  She  has  had 
the  willing  assistance  of  the  native 
medical  students  and  nurses,  to  whose 
ability  and  willingness  to  work  she 
pays  high  tribute.  Dr.  McBurney 
made  several  medical  evangelical 
tours,  and  when  the  Lo  Ting  Hospital 
was  opened  last  November  she  spent 
a month  there  at  Dr.  Dickson’s  re- 
quest, where  her  services  were  much 
appreciated.  She  rendered  valuable 
assistance  in  getting  the  hospital 
started,  and  especially  in  bringing  the 
blessings  of  Christian  medical  skill  to 
suffering  women. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  items 
we  can  report  is  that  of  the  plan  by 
which  the  new  hospital  at  Lo  Ting 
was  founded.  Dr.  Dickson,  ever  a 
zealous  advocate  of  the  greater  self 
reliance  and  financial  independence  of 
the  native  church,  led  the  congrega- 
tion of  Lo  Ting  to  devise  ways  and 
means  for  building  and  equipping  this 
institution.  It  was  a bold  venture. 
Dr.  Dickson’s  strong  faith  was  reen- 
forced by  rare  tact  and  perseverance. 
The  reward  is  a fine  modern  structure 
of  adequate  proportions,  and  dedi- 
cated free  of  debt.  Not  only  so,  but 
the  natives  have  since  proceeded  to 
build  a suitable  house  for  Dr.  Dick- 
son, the  physician  in  charge.  Dr. 
Dickson’s  personal  report  tells  so  in- 
terestingly of  the  critical  situations 
that  developed  in  carrying  through 
this  venture,  of  the  spirit  of  faith 
and  believing  prayer  in  which  the 
leaders  of  the  Lo  Ting  congregation 
met  them,  and  of  the  way  the  Hearer 
of  Prayer  honored  their  faith,  that 
we  have  printed  his  report  in  the  June 
number  of  “Olive  Trees.”  It  thus  will 
come  into  the  hands  of  our  people  in 
connection  with  the  annual  report  of 
our  mission  work. 

For  further  details  of  this  and 
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other  departments  of  the  work  in 
China  reference  may  be  had  to  this 
and  other  individual  reports  when 
they  in  turn  appear  in  print.  Their 
perusal,  it  is  believed,  will  convey  the 
gratifying  impression  that  in  all  de- 
partments of  the  service  the  aim  is 
to  realize  what  Dr.  Dickson  says  of 
their  efforts  in  the  hospital  at  Lo 
Ting:  “We  are  attempting  to  make 
the  whole  atmosphere  of  the  place 
Christlike.” 

The  educational  work  has  gone 
forward  successfully.  With  Dr. 
Robb’s  return  to  America  in  Febru- 
ary of  last  year  the  Theological  Train- 
ing Class  was  necessarily  abandoned, 
but  was  resumed  in  October,  with 
Rev.  J.  K.  Robb  and  Rev.  W.  M.  Robb 
and  a native  helper  as  instructors. 
Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf  continued  in 
the  two  boys’  schools  until  he  left  for 
furlough  early  this  spring.  Until  his 
return  this  work  is  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  Rev.  J.  K.  Robb.  School  work 
among  the  women  and  girls  at  Tak 
Hing  has  been  under  the  oversight  of 
the  Misses  Adams  and  Huston,  who 
have  . had  willing  assistance  from 
Mrs.  Kempf,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Robb,  and 
Mrs.  Doig.  The  oversight  of  the 
Bible  work  among  women  has  rested 
entirely  with  Mrs.  Robb  and  Mrs 
Kempf.  Miss  Nelle  A.  .Brownlee, 
while  devoting  the  major  portion  of 
her  time  to  the  further  study  of  tne 
language,  found  opportunity  to  help 
in  the  teaching  as  far  as  she  was  able. 

At  Lo  Ting  Miss  Stewart  had 
charge  of  the  advanced  work  among 
the  girls  and  Miss  Dean,  of  the  pri- 
mary grade  and  kindergarten — the 
latter  a hew  feature  this  year.  Miss 
Dean  says  that  “Mrs.  Dickson  gave 
generously  of  her  time  and  talents  in 
teaching  drawing,  calisthenics  and  in- 
dustrial work,  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  has 
been  a great  help  in  linking  us  up 
with  the  homes,  a work  which  we 
teachers  have  of  necessity  neglected.’ 
Mrs.  Dickson  has  also  assumed  large 
responsibility  helping  Dr.  Dickson  in 
the  hospital.  Continuing,  Miss  Dean 
says: 

“In  the  girls’  school  the  outstanding 
event  of  the  year  was  during  the 
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Cheung  meetings  in  November,  when 
the  Lord  graciously  turned  substan- 
tially our  whole  school  to  Himself.  It 
was  entirely  without  emotion  that 
these  girls,  all  from  heathen  homes, 
yielded  themselves  to  the  workings  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  for  the  first  time 
took  a definite  stand  for  Christ.  Those 
who  have  been  praying  for  our  Lo 
Ting  girls  will  rejoice  with  us  in  this 
victory.  We  had  been  so  burdened 
because  of  the  absence  of  fruit  for 
the  Master  in  the  face  of  large  ex- 
penditure of  energy;  but  the  three 
years  of  intense  seed-sowing  by  Miss 
Stewart  has  not  been  in  vain,  and  we 
praise  Him  for  the  fulfilment  of  His 
promise.  Do  not  think  that  all  of 
these  girls  have  united  with  the 
Church,  for  girls  are  not  their  own 
in  China.  With  few  exceptions  a 
heathen  father  and  a superstitious 
mother,  besides  the  family  into  which 
the  girl  is  engaged,  have  to  be  taken 
into  consideration.  Only  four  were 
baptized.  Seven  others  came  before 
the  session,  and  while  they  passed  a 
good  examination  it  was  decided  best 
for  them  to  wait  a little  longer.  Still 
others  desired  baptism,  but  were  hin- 
dered by  home  influences.” 

In  both  centers  native  teachers  are 
being  drawn  ever  more  fully  into  the 
work,  and  the  schools  in  out-stations 
are  intrusted  under  proper  oversight, 
to  ' native  * help.  Thus  the  Chinese 
Christians  are  being  developed  and 
the  foundations  are  being  laid,  thus 
and  otherwise,  for  the  independence 
of  the  indigenous  church. 

When  we  come  to  speak  of  the 
labors  of  those  ordained  for  evangel- 
ism it  should  be  said  by  way  of  pref- 
ace that  every  minister  on  the  field, 
in  addition  to  his  preaching,  was  en- 
gaged to  some  degree  in  teaching 
Mr.  Mitchell  had  charge  of  a boys’ 
school  in  Lo  Ting  and  of  another  in 
Lo  King.  Mr.  W.  M.  Robb  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Theological  Class  and 
Mr  J.  K.  Robb,  not  only  there,  but 
in  the  oversight  of  several  outlying 
schools.  All  this  educational  work 
heads  up  in  the  development  of  lay 
and  licensed  native  preachers. 

The  reports  show  remarkable  activ- 


ity on  the  part  of  those  officially  com- 
missioned to  preach.  And  they  had 
the  loyal  and  efficient  help  of  the 
native  men.  The  preaching  tours  of 
these  latter  during  the  years  and 
their  constant  labors  during  the  sum- 
mer seasons  have  brought  the  Gospel 
to  thousands  each  year.  The  sue 
cesses  thus  far  attained  have  laid  such 
foundations  in  the  native  church  that 
were  our  foreign  missionaries  com- 
pelled through  some  providence  to 
withdraw  from  the  field  entirely, 
doubtless  the  Gospel,  by  reason  of  its 
own  latent  power  of  God,  would  come 
to  final  victory.  The  importance  of 
laying  more  and  more  upon  the  native 
Christians  the  responsibility  for 
China’s  ultimate  salvation  cannot 
now  be  too  strongly  emphasized. 
This  vision  of  a native  church  mov- 
ing forward  to  victory  in  the  power 
of  God’s  Spirit  is  being  caught  with 
increasing  clearness  by  our  misison- 
aries.  This  lends  importance  to  the 
strong  appeal  of  W.  M.  Robb,  who 
closes  his  report  with  words  which 
stir  the  heart  and  fire  the  imagina- 
tion, and — please  God — may  they 
prove  prophetic:  “If  China  is  indeed 

to  be  evangelized  by  the  Chinese, 
then  before  all  who  seek  China’s  up- 
lift, we  present  the  interests  of  the 
Training  Class,  not  in  the  disparage- 
ment of  other  work,  but  in  the  con- 
viction that  this  is  the  work  which 
represents  the  climax  of  the  efforts 
for  the  evangelization  of  these  people. 
We  plead  that  all  who  believe  that 
faith  cometh  by  hearing  and  that  it 
is  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching  that 
men  shall  believe,  will  bow  the  kree 
in  a passion  of  prayer  that  the  Spirit 
of  the  living  God  may  be  poured  forth 
upon  both  students  and  instructors 
of  the  Training  Class.  We  need  the 
baptism  of  Pentecost.  ‘Ya  that  are 
the  Lord’s  remembrancers  keep  not 
silence.’  ” 

The  communications  from  the 
China  field  bring  the  Board  to  face 
some  new  problems.  Conditions  and 
needs  are  changing.  Some  provision 
for  industrial  training  would  seem  to 
be  imperative  in  the  near  future. 
Many  who  attend  the  schools  will 


OLIVE  TREES 


129 


never  enter  professional  life,  and 
should  not  be  left  to  return  to  life’s 
common  tasks  with  no  preparation 
for  the  daily  duties  of  life.  The  wis- 
dom and  possibility  of  leading  the 
indigenous  church  to  the  basis  of  self- 
support  are  becoming  everywhere 
apparent.  Plans  should  be  devised  to 
lead  to  this  end.  And  the  native 
Church  must  ultimately  be  led  to 
assume  the  responsibility  for  the 
propagation  of  the  Gospel  among 
their  own  people.  The  profound  sig- 
nificance of  this  must  be  seen  by  all. 
And  there  is  unanimous  belief  that 
the  time  has  come,  or  is  fast  ap- 
proaching, when  the  Gospel  should  be 
carried  by  our  workers  into  the 
regions  beyond.  In  the  present  sta- 
tions responsibility  can  now  be  left 
in  increasing  measure  to  the  native 
Christians,  thus  permitting  some  of 
our  workers  to  press  on  into  needier 
regions.  The  missionaries  begin  to 
foresee  the  time — not  far  distant — 
when  present  centres,  as  centres,  will 
be  worked  out.  Strange  to  say,  the 
Board  was  considering  this  same 
question  before  any  representations 
came  from  the  field.  This  was  born 
of  the  thought  that  a better  distribu- 
tion of  the  missionaries  could  be 
made,  and  that  a new  centre,  in  a 
somewhat  less  taxing  climate,  might 
prove  an  advantage  to  the  health  of 
some  of  them.  While  your  Board 
was  considering  this  question  the 
communication  from  the  mission  on 
the  same  matter  came  to  us.  Does 
this  mean  that  the  guiding  Spirit  of 
Christ  is  seeking  to  lead  us  forward  ? 
We  ask  the  Synod  and  Church  to  pray 
for  our  guidance  as  we  face  such 
problems.  While  we  believe  insuffi- 
cient thought  has  yet  been  given  to 
the  subject' by  either  the  Board  or 
Mission  to  enable  a decision  to  be 
reached,  we  submit  herewith  the  com- 
munication from  the  mission  and 
would  be  glad  of  any  counsel  Synod 
may  feel  prepared  to  give  us. 

In  the  Providence  of  God  we  are 
called  to  report  the  passing  of  our 
beloved  brother,  Mr.  Henry  O’Neill, 
President  of  the  Board,  to  his  eternal 
reward,  on  February  25,  1918.  He 
was  a man  of  God,  an  inspiring 


leader,  a faithful  witness  of  Jesus 
Christ,  an  intelligent  and  prayerful 
supporter  of  missions,  and  a rare 
friend  of  the  cause  which  claimed  the 
warm  devotion  of  his  heart.  “His 
works  do  follow  him.” 

The  time  has  expired  for  which  F. 
M.  Foster,  J.  C.  McFeeters,  Findley 
M.  Wilson,  R.  J.  Bole  and  S.  R.  Boggs 
were  chosen  to  the  Board,  and  Synod 
should  choose  their  successors.  The 
Board  requests  that  Rev.  J.  Burt 
Willson  be  added  to  the  Board. 

The  mission  in  China  has  made  re- 
quest that  the  Board  send  a delega- 
tion to  China  to  make  a study  of  the 
needs  of  the  field.  This  request  is 
being  pressed  by  the  missionaries. 
The  Board  asks  if  Synod  would  look 
with  favor  on  this  proposal. 

“Olive  Trees”  has  ben  published 
throughout  the  year,  and  without  ex- 
pense to  the  treasury.  A debt  of 
gratitude  is  due  the  Rev.  R.  A.  Blair, 
who,  until  the  present,  has  carried  the 
burden  of  its  publication.  Through 
removal  to  a field  too  far  from  the 
place  of  publication  he  has  felt  con- 
strained to  give  up  editorial  oversight. 
For  this  necessary  severance  of  Mr. 
Blair’s  fruitful  connection  with 
“Olive  Trees”  the  Church  will  share 
in  the  Board’s  deep  regret.  The  Rev. 
McLeod  M.  Pearce,  D.  D.,  has  agreed 
for  the  present  to  assume  editorial 
charge.  If  under  this  arrangement  it 
should  become  necessary  to  make 
some  provision  for  meeting  the  ex- 
pense of  clerical  help,  we  feel  the 
Synod  will  approve  the  wisdom  of  this 
course. 

A program  has  been  prepared  for 
a conference  Friday  evening  of  Synod 
week. 

The  Board  asks  for  the  same  appro- 
priations as  were  made  a year  ago — 
$25,000  for  the  Levant  and  $30,000 
for  China. 

Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny  and  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  represent  the  Board  on  the 
floor  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  the  name 
of  the  Board, 

FINDLEY  M.  WILSON, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 
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SUMMARY  OF  FOREIGN  MISSION  ACCOUNTS  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  APRIL  30,  1918. 


CHINA  MISSION 

Balance  May  1,  1917 $8,726  77 

Total  receipts  from  Congregations 15,067  17 

“ Sabbath  Schools  and  Societies 3,004  84 

Individuals  2,629  22 

Miscellaneous  Sources 5,074  42  $34,496  12 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Salaries 

Mission  Expenses 

Travel 

Balance  May  1,  1918' 

LEVANT  MISSIONS 

Balance  May  1,  1917  

Total  receipts  from  Congregations 

“ “ Sabbath  Schools  and  Societies- • 

“ Individuals 

14  Miscellaneous  Sources 
Deficit  transferred  from  D.  J.  Shaw  Mem.  Fund.  . . 

DISBURSEMENTS 


Syria:  Salaries $3,94949 

Mission  Expense-. • 118  04 


Asia  Minor  : Salaries 5, 680  00 

Mission  Expense 4,098  84 

Travel 684  54 


Cyprus:  Salaries 4,°40  00 

Mission  Expense  2,234  39 

Travel  498  84 


SPECIAL  FUNDS 

China:  Balance  May  1,  1917 

Receipts  . • 

Payments 

Balance  May  1,  1918.  • . • 

Syria  : May  1,  1917 

Receipts  

Balance  May  1,  1918 

Cyprus  : Balance,  May  1,  1917 

Receipts 

Payments  

Balance  May  1,  1918 


.$17,730  00 
. . 9,318  62 

29,230  85 

$5,265  27 

.$11,317  59 
1,569  95 
974  00 
• 4,97i  79 

2,470  81 

Nothing 
21,304  14 

4,067  53 

10,463  38 

6,773  23 

21,304  14 

. • 

No  Balance 

370  21 
2,662  25 

3,032  46" 

2,566  22 

466  24 

No  balance 

42  oo’  42  00 

72  00 
30  00 

$42  00 
102  00 

72  00 


3b  00 


JOSEPH  M.  STEELE,  Treasurer, 

x6op  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia. 


NEW  HOSPITAL  AT  LO  TING,  SOUTH  CHINA 

E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D , Physician-in  Charge 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  E.  J.  M. 
DICKSON,  M.  D., 


Physician  in  Charge  of  Lo  Ting 
Hospital, 


Lo  Ting,  South  China. 

To  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
of  North  America. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren : 

This  is  my  fourth  annual  explana- 
tion of  why  I am  working  in  China. 
The  fight  against  sin  and  disease  is 
going  on  in  better  organized  shape 
than  in  previous  years.  At  the  first 
of  the  year  1917  our  dispensary  was 
still  situated  in  the  old  temple,  where 
we  have  been  since  coming  to  China. 
Before  the  end  of  the  year  we  were 
able  to  move  into  our  new  hospital, 
where  much  more  effective  work  can 
be  done  for  the  people  of  the  district. 
The  building  of  this  hospital  took 
about  seven  months,  three  of  which 
thoroughly  tried  out  and  showed  us 
the  material  of  which  the  Hospital 
Board  was  made. 

Last  January  they  owned  land  for 
a hospital ; had  about  $2000  sub- 
scribed, and  about  $10  or  $15  in  cash. 
People  didn’t  care  to  pay  their  sub- 
scriptions until  the  hospital  building 
was  started  as  they  wanted  definite 
assurance  of  how  the  money  was  to 
be  used  and  the  Hospital  Board  feared 
to  start  without  more  cash.  Things 
remained  this  way  a month.  When 
I urged  them  to  begin  they  told  me 
their  only  plan  was  for  me  to  ask  the 
Mission  for  a loan  of  $500  for  six 
months.  Much  as  I wanted  the  hos- 
pital started  I refused  to  do  this.  A 
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couple  of  weeks  later  they  told  me 
if  they  couldn’t  get  the  money  from 
the  Mission  the  building  would  be  de- 
layed indefinitely.  The  situation  did 
not  look  good,  and  I felt  the  time  had 
come  for  drastic  action  and,  after 
thinking  matters  over  seriously,  I 
told  them  if  they  didn’t  begin  work 
inside  of  two  weeks  I would  leave  the 
field.  I felt  if  this  didn’t  bring  them 
around  the  work  here  had  better  be 
carried  on  by  someone  else.  How- 
ever, it  had  the  desired  effect,  for  in 
eight  days  the  work  was  begun. 

Then  another  difficulty  arose.  Most 
of  the  money  subscribed  was  from 
non-Christians  and  this  element  felt 
they  should  have  representation  on 
the  Board.  The  Hospital  Board  them- 
selves also  felt  this  was  right.  This 
complication  came  at  a critical  time, 
as  it  was  evident  these  outsiders 
were  going  to  hold  their  subscriptions 
till  they  could  be  represented.  I ex- 
plained to  the  Board  that  the  Home 
Church  had  contributed  my  services 
to  them,  and  to  no  one  else.  A meet- 
ing was  then  called  of  the  leading 
men  in  the  district,  at  which  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Hospital  Board 
explained  that  I could  only  work  for 
the  Church  and  therefore  it  was  nec- 
essary to  have  a Board  of  Trustees 
appointed  by  the  Church,  and  that  the 
only  way  I could  work  for  a Board  of 
Trustees  outside  the  Church  was  for 
me  to  resign  my  present  position  and 
for  the  outside  board  to  hire  me  and 
pay  a salary  of  not  less  than  $5000  a 
year.  This  put  it  up  to  the  outsiders 
in  a way  they  were  not  expecting,  and 
they  finally  decided  to  appoint  a build- 
ing committee  to  assist  the  Board  of 
Trustees  in  putting  up  the  building, 
the  services  of  this  committee  to  be 
discontinued  as  soon  as  the  hospital 
was  completed.  This  arrangement 
was  very  satisfactory  and  in  all  prob- 
ability saved  the  members  of  the  Hos- 
pital Board  from  charges  of  misap- 
propriating funds. 

In  1916,  when  the  first  hospital  site 
was  bought,  many  in  the  neighbor- 
hood protested  strongly  against  the 
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erection  of  such  a building,  and  one 
man  who  has  considerable  influence 
did  all  in  his  power  to  hinder  us,  go- 
ing so  far  as  to  persuade  the  official 
to  put  up  a public  market  adjoining 
our  land,  hoping  in  this  way  to  make 
the  site  undesirable  for  a hospital. 
However,  he  overstepped  himself  here 
as  it  made  other  neighbors  so  angry 
that  just  before  we  opened  ground  on 
the  first  site  they  presented  a lot  of 
, land  to  the  hospital  larger  than  the 
original  site  and  almost  adjoining  it. 
This  was  decidedly  encouraging  and 
made  the  Hospital  Board  feel  to  a 
greater  degree  that  tne  Heavenly 
Father  was  in  the  fight.  It  was  on 
this  second  lot  that  the  building  was 
begun  at  the  end  of  February. 

Many  times  during  the  first  three 
months  of  the  building  construction 
it  looked  as  though  work  would  have 
to  be  stopped  on  account  of  lack  of 
funds.  But  the  Lord  was  with  us  and 
we  passed  each  crisis  successfully.  In 
May  a visit  was  made  to  the  Governor 
of  Kwongtung  and  our  plan  of  work 
presented  to  him.  Dr.  Wright,  two 
Chinese  and  myself  made  up  the  party 
that  waited  on  His  Excellency.  He 
was  interested  and  said  he  would  sub- 
scribe $300  and  get  some  more  from 
his  friends.  In  a few  weeks  he  sent 
$1400  to  us.  This  was  a great  stim- 
ulant to  the  Hospital  Board  and  to 
subscribers  in  Lo  Ting  who  were  hes- 
itating about  putting  their  money 
into  the  work.  . 

Again  in  the  summer  time  we  vis- 
ited Canton  and  secured  subscriptions 
to  the  amount  of  $500  from  the  Mil- 
itary Governor,  and  the  man  who  is 
now  the  Civil  Governor  of  the  Prov- 
ince. 

The  hospital  official  opening  took 
place  October  19th.  The  Official  of 
the  district  presided  and  the  leading 
men  of  Lo  Ting  attended.  Howevei 
the  institution  was  not  opened  for 
patients  until  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber. Dr.  McBurney,  at  my  invitation, 
kindly  spent  the  month  of  November 
with  us.  assisting  in  the  opening  of 
the  hospital.  Her  help  was  greatly 


appreciated,  not  only  by  me,  but  by 
the  many  women  patients  she  treated 
while  here. 

Another  need  in  connection  with 
the  hospital  was  a residence  for  the 
physician,  as  the  present  missionary 
residence  is  some  distance  away.  The 
only  thing  that  troubled  the  Board 
was  the  cost.  However,  plans  were 
drawn  for  a dwelling  estimated  to  cost 
about  $600  Mex.  But  as  there  was  but 
$300  on  hand  and  no  prospects  of 
more  coming  in  the  completing  of  this 
building  was  rather  dubious.  On 
Thanksgiving  morning,  however,  Dr. 
McBurney  removed  the  first  shovelful 
of  dirt  that  started  the  work  on  the 
foundation.  Our  idea  was  to  not  only 
erect  a residence  for  the  physician, 
but  to  erect  a building  that  would 
be  a model  from  a sanitary  stand- 
point, homelike  in  design,  and  still  be 
within  the  reach  of  the  average  Chi- 
nese family’s  pocketbook.  One  of  the 
first  difficulties  we  encountered  was 
rain.  Heavy  rains  on  a mud  brick 
building  in  the  process  of  erection, 
which  is  not  covered  by  a mat  shed 
is  a very  serious  matter.  The  mat 
shed  was  not  in  our  estimate  on 
account  of  its  cost,  and  as  this  season 
is  usually  dry  we  thought  it  might  be 
possible  to  erect  the  building  before 
the  rains  came.  However,  when  we 
were  ready  for  the  erection  of  the 
walls,  the  foundation  already  in  and 
a large  quantity  of  mud  brick  deliv- 
ered, the  rain  came  one  night  in  tor- 
rents, and  the  next  morning  the  place 
looked  like  desolation.  The  first  man 
I met  was  the  builder,  a man  who  had 
at  our  evangelistic  meetings  in  Nov- 
ember taken  a stand  for  Christ,  and 
about  his  first  remark  was  that  un- 
less the  Heavenly  Father  held  up  the 
rain  he  would  have  to  have  a mat 
shed.  This  , was  made  a matter  of 
prayer  and  we  decided  against  the 
mat  shed,  and  no  further  rains  came 
until  long  after  the  building  was 
roofed  in.  Our  next  difficulty  was 
lack  of  funds,  the  treasury  getting 
down  to  a few  dollars,  and  we  disr 
cussed  stopping  work  on  the  building. 
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This  again  was  made  a matter  of 
prayer  and  the  day  before  the  work 
was  to  have  been  stopped  $100  was 
unexpectedly  received.  Since  then 
funds  have  been  sufficient  and  the 
completion  of  the  building  is  assured. 
These  experiences  have  helped  to 
make  the  Hospital  Board,  as  well  as 
myself,  feel  keenly  that  the  Lord  is 
sufficient  for  every  need,  and  these 
men  today  have  undoubtedly  a greater 
faith  as  to  what  the  Chinese  Christian 
Church  can  accomplish  than  they  had 
a year  ago. 

In  our  hospital  work  we  are  at- 
tempting to  make  the  whole  atmos- 
phere of  the  institution  Christlike.  A 
service  is  held  every  morning  in  the 
ward,  and  services  are  held  before 
each  clinic  on  dispensary  days.  The 
patients  seem  glad  to  memorize  the 
portions  of  Scripture  we  give  them, 
and  have  shown  much  interest  in 
reading  the  Testament  and  other  re- 
ligious books.  A number  have  pro- 
fessed a belief  in  the  gospel  and  we 
feel  that  all  have  been  impressed  with 
what  they  have  heard  and  read.  A 
weekly  clinic  for  lepers  was  opened 
this  fall.  This  is  merely  the  begin- 
ning of  a work  which  we  hope  will  de- 
velop in  the  future  into  something  in 
the  way  of  an  asylum  in  which  these 
unfortunate  people  may  be  more  ef- 
fectively cared  for. 

Early  in  the  fall  the  reading  room 
and  dispensary  that  had  been  opened 
in  Sz  Lun  the  previous  year  was 
closed  on  account  of  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Wong,  the  man  in  charge. 
There  are  four  registered  enquirers 
and  at  the  present  time  a Christian, 
who  conducts  a small  drug  business  in 
Sz  Lun,  is  holding  meetings  for  these 
men.  Mr.  Wong  resigned  on  account 
of  financial  troubles  in  his  family,  but 
we  hope  to  have  him  back  with  us 
next  year. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  I was 
appointed  to  represent  the  Mission  on 
the  Canton  Union  Hospital  Board  of 
Directors.  I attended  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  in  May,  being  away 
from  Lo  Tine:  about  six  days.  It  was 
at  this  time  that  we  waited  on  Gov- 


ernor Chu  in  the  interest  of  the  Lo 
Ting  Hospital.  At  this  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  all  approved 
the  idea  that  we  should  by  co-opera- 
tive effort  make  this  institution  the 
greatest  and  best  hospital  in  one  of 
China’s  largest  commercial  centres, 
and  that  we  should  gradually  turn  it 
over  to  the  native  church  as  theirs  to 
continue  as  a monument  of  Christian 
benevolence.  Action  of  Synod  in  1917 
released  me  from  this  position. 

At  the  last  annual  Mission  meet- 
ing, Dr.  A.  I.  Robb  and  I were  ap- 
pointed to  start  a local  church  period- 
ical. Dr.  Robb’s  home  going  on  ac- 
count of  illness  and  the  pressure  of 
the  work  on  the  new  hospital  here 
delayed  anything  definite  being  done 
on  this  until  this  fall,  when  with  Miss 
Huston’s  co-operation  a copy  for  the 
first  issue  was  sent  to  the  printer.  We 
hope  this  may  develop  into  something 
very  helpful  for  the  native  Church. 
It  is  called  the  “Covenanter  Bi- 
Monthly.” 

During  the  summer  months  a small 
booklet  was  written  on  the  dangers 
of  one  of  the  very  common  diseases 
here.  The  Baptist  Publication  Society 
agreed  to  take  over  the  publication  of 
this  free,  provided  I would  list  it  as 
agreed  to  do.  They  furnished  me 
with  a large  number  of  copies  free  of 
charge.  One  of  our  native  Christians, 
who  is  somewhat  of  an  artist,  helped 
me  in  illustrating  this  booklet. 

My  summer  was  spent  partly  in  Lo 
Ting  and  in  the  Canton  Hospital,  and 
about  three  weeks  at  Cheung  Chau. 
I was  fortunate  while  being  in  the 
Canton  Hospital  to  have  the  help  of 
Dr.  Wright  in  the  study  of  some  of 
our  tropical  troubles,  of  which  he  has 
a wide  knowledge. 

I am  indebted  to  all  my  fellow  mis- 
sionaries associated  with  me  in  the 
Lo  Ting  work  for  their  sympathetic 
support  in  the  work  of  the  year.  Mr. 
Mitchell  made  frequent  visits  to  the 
hospital,  presenting  the  gospel  and 
praying  with  the  men  patients,  and 
the  lady  members  of  the  station  have 
done  this  work  among  the  women 
patients. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  FIELD 

AND  NOTES  OF  THE  WORKERS 

Edited  by  Mrs.  Findley  M.  Wilson,  2517  North  Franklin  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Penna. 


There  were  fifty-seven  adults  and 
one  infant  baptized  in  the  Tak  Hing 
district  this  last  year.  Five  of  these 
were  at  Lin  Tan,  the  first  converts  at 
that  new  station.  Baptisms  for  the 
Lo  Ting  district  are  not  reported,  but 
there  is  a net  gain  of  nine  in  the  mem- 
bership. 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett,  of  our 
Mersine  station,  who  returned  to 
America  last  August,  spent  part  of 
May  with  Philadelphia  friends. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Julius  A.  Kempf 
reached  Battle  Creek  early  in  May. 
They  expected  to  remain  two  weeks  or 
more  in  the  sanatarium  for  rest  and 
treatment.  Dr.  Kate  McBurney,  in  a 
recent  letter  from  Tak  Hing,  says: 
“We  miss  the  Kempfs  a lot  already. 
Our  prayer  meeting  seems  small.  I 
sit  with  Mrs.  Kempf  at  church,  and 
yesterday  there  was  a great,  big 
vacancy  beside  me.  We  also  miss  her 
at  the  afternoon  meeting  for  women 
in  the  up-street  school  house.  We  hope 
they  will  have  an  extra  fine  furlough, 
since  they  waited  an  extra  year  to  get 
it.” 

Tak  Hing,  China.  Dr.  Kate  Mc- 
Burney and  Chue  Hon  Shang  have 
translated  “Handbook  for  Young 
Christians”  by  Rev.  D.  H.  Elliott,  into 
Chinese,  and  it  has  been  taught  to  the 
girls  in  the  Girls’  School.  Chue  Hon 
Shang  has  also  taught  “Evidences  of 
Christianity,”  by  Martin,  and  how  to 
take  a Bible  verse  and  present  its 
truth  in  a clear  and  forceful  way. 


Two  days  before  leaving  the  Girls’ 
School  to  be  married,  one  of  the  girls 
said  she  would  like  to  buy  a Psalm 
book  so  she  could  have  family  worship 
in  her  new  home. 

One  of  the  graduates  was  asked : 
“Does  it  pay  to  secure  an  education?” 


She  replied,  “When  I think  of  my 
sister  who  knows  nothing  but  to  think 
each  day  only  of  how  she  will  get 
enough  to  eat,  and  then  see  how  fully 
I have  received  of  the  more  abundant 
life  in  Christ  Jesus,  I can  truly  say, 
even  if  I have  to  do  the  most  menial 
work,  it  does  pay.’’  Jeanette,  for  that 
is  her  English  name,  smiled  her  full- 
est approval,  for  her  heart  was  full  of 
longing  for  her  sister. 

The  problem  which  constantly  con- 
fronts the  school  is  how  to  make  the 
school  self  supporting.  Work  must 
be  created  that  will  help  the  pupils  as 
they  are  too  poor  to  pay  much.  Cloth 
weaving  was  not  taught  this  year  as 
dye  and  thread*  were  so  expensive. 
Women  who  formerly  earned  a living 
in  their  homes  by  weaving  cloth  are 
now  making  incense  sticks  and  cigar- 
ettes. Mat  weaving  was  taught  in 
the  school,  this  year,  as  formerly. 

Most  of  the  time  out  of  school 
hours  was  used  in  gardening.  This 
work  saves  the  school  a great  deal  of 
expense.  The  Women’s  School  had  a 
surplus  from  their  garden  of  $30.46. 

There  is  need  of  some  one  who  can 
devote  his  whole  time  to  the  indus- 
trial phase  of  the  work  in  the  Tak 
Hing  schools.  The  Chinese  are  read- 
ing how  the  industrial  work  is  being 
emphasized  in  the  schools  of  other 
countries,  and  they  are  eager  to  have 
it  systematically  taught  so  that  the 
schools  will  be  supplying  this  need  of 
the  country. 


The  Rev.  J.  K.  Robb,  who  has  had 
ministerial  charge  of  the  outstations 
in  the  Tak  Hing  district,  says:  “The 
country  work  has  grown  to  a point 
where  it  ought  to  have  all  one’s  time 
instead  of  being  given  only  what  time 
can  be  spared.”  Here  is  work  for 
another  minister  in  China. 
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Lo  Ting,  China.  Tho  “True  Road' 
Girls’  School  at  Lo  Ting  had  a Kin- 
dergarten department  as  a new  fea- 
ture of  its  work  this  year.  The  Kin- 
dergarten supplies  in  a measure  what 
is  so  sadly  lacking  in  a Chinese  home. 
Never  were  there  more  responsive 
children,  and  it  is  a joy  to  watch 
them  unfold  and  learn  to  love  the 
Savior. 


Miss  Dean  writes:  “Our  present 
quarters  being  most  inadequate  for 
ideal  school  work,  we  will  be  glad  to 
overflow  into  the  present  chapel  build- 
ing, which  will  be  turned  over  for  our 
use  just  as  soon  as  the  new  chapel  is 
ready  for  occupancy.  It  is  with  great 
anticipation  that  we  look  forward  to 
the  time  when  exchange  will  be  such 
as  to  permit  of  the  remodeling  of  this 
chapel  into  a convenient,  well  venti- 
lated school  building.” 

“While  we  have  had  practically  all 
the  pupils  we  could  conveniently 
handle  this  last  year,  we  experienced 
a decided  falling  off  in  the  numbers 
who  applied  for  admission.  This  was 
due  to  the  opening  of  a government 
school  taught  by  educated  women 
from  Canton.  The  Confucian  spirit 
is  still  strong  in  our  city  and  many 
prefer  to  send  their  daughters  to  this 
school  rather  than  comply  with  the 
religious  requirements  of  our  Gospel 
School. 


“The  outstanding  event  of  the  year 
was  during  the  Cheung  meetings  in 
November  when  the  Lord  graciously 
turned  substantially  our  whole  school 
to  Himself.  Immediately  after  the 
Cheung  meetings  we  organized  a 
Christian  Endeavor  Society,  afford- 
ing these  babes  in  Christ  an  opportu- 
nity for  self-expression  in  their  new 
found  faith.  There  thirty-three  ear- 
nest, enthusiastic  members  who  meet 
every  Sabbath  afternoon.” 


“A  bit  of  practical  Christianity  was 
exhibited  by  the  pupils  when  they 
voted  to  use  their  Sabbath  School 
contributions  to  furnish  a woman’s 


private  ward  in  the  hospital,  buy 
cloth  to  make  clothes  for  the  poor, 
and  rice  to  dispense  to  the  beggars.” 

“It  was  interesting,  though  a pa- 
thetic sight,  to  see  on  Christmas  Day 
a multitude  of  aged,  halt  and  blind 
receiving  tickets  and  filing  in  for  a 
measure  of  rice.  The  girls  showed 
not  a little  executive  ability  in  distrib- 
uting tickets,  dispensing  rice,  and  act- 
ing as  gatekeeper  and  policeman,  nor 
was  the  influence  of  this  expression  of 
love  lost  on  the  girls  themselves.” 

Miss  Stewart  gives  us  some  short 
notes  of  the  work  among  the  women 
at  Lo  Ting:  “On  Sabbath  mornings 

all  the  women  who  come  to  the  chapel 
at  the  Sabbath  School  hour  are  di- 
vided into  two  classes,  Christian  and 
non-Christian.  Mrs.  Mitchell  teaches 
the  former  the  regular  lesson  for  the 
day,  trying  to  build  them  up  in  the 
faith.  Mrs.  Dickson  takes  my  place 
in  the  girls’  Sabbath  School  and  I 
have  the  non-Christian  women.  This 
often  includes  those  of  the  higher  and 
middle  classes,  together  with  the 
coolie  women  from  the  streets.  All, 
however,  are  equally  ignorant  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ  so  a general  evan- 
gelistic talk  is  prepared  for  them.” 

“After  the  regular  church  services, 
Mrs.  Dickson  and  the  native  preach- 
er’s wife  visit  the  women’s  depart- 
ment of  the  Civil  Prison  to  talk  and 
pray  with  those  who  justly  or  unjustly 
are  compelled  to  sit  in  chains.  God 
has  certainly  manifested  his  power 
in  the  hearts  of  these  unfortunate 
sisters.  Many  of  them  have  learned 
to  pray  to  the  One  who  has  said : “If 
we  confess  our  sins  he  is  faithful  and 
righteous  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and 
to  clean  us  from  all  unrighteousness.” 


Wednesday  afternoons  an  open 
evangelistic  meeting  is  held,  which  is 
attended  by  both  Christian  and  non- 
Christian  women.  The  former  do 
personal  work  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting  and  testify  if  called  on  to  do 
so  during  the  service.  Mrs.  Mitchell 
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and  Miss  Stewart  conduct  these  meet- 
ings. 


Two  classes  for  inquirers  have  been 
held  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
year,  one  conducted  by  Mrs.  Mitchell 
and  the  other  by  Mrs.  Dickson.  These 
classes  have  met  a definite  need,  as 
we  more  and  more  feel  the  necessity 
of  teaching  the  women  before  they 
are  received  into  the  church.  If  they 
are  not  willing  to  give  time  to  learn 
what  Christ  requires  of  those  who 
are  to  become  a part  of  his  body,  be- 
fore being  grafted  in,  they  seldom 
grow  into  useful  members  meet  for 
the  Master’s  use. 


Not  only  have  the  associate  mem- 
bers at  our  station  been  enthusiastic 
about  class  work,  they  have  also  spent 
many  hours  each  week  visiting  in  the 
homes  of  Lo  Ting  city  and  vicinity. 
Mrs.  Mitchell  has  a trusted  assistant 
in  the  wife  of  our  native  preacher, 
who  has  caught  the  vision  of  service 
in  the  former’s  personal  worker’s 
class.  Mrs.  Dickson  has  been  the 
doctor’s  right  hand  in  the  new  Lo 
Ting  hospital. 


Canton,  China.  The  following  notes 
are  from  a lecture  given  by  Miss  Drew 
at  the  Canton  Language  School.  They 
are  forwarded  to  us  by  Dr.  M.  Edna 
Wallace : 

“Miss  Drew  is  the  only  one  (besides 
one  foreign  helper  now  a second  year 
language  student)  working  exclu- 
sively among  the  boat  people  of 
Canton  at  the  present  time. 

“She  has  had  charge  of  this  work 
seven  years.  Previous  to  this  time 
the  Swedish  Mission  tried  to  reach 
them  from  land,  but  did  not  find  the 
work  very  satisfactory.  A few  his- 
torical facts  and  traditions  may  ex- 
plain why  these  people  are  so  difficult 
to  reach  from  land.  The  land  people 
consider  the  boat  people  inferior  and 
are  seldom  willing  to  associate  with 
them  or  to  intermarry  with  them. 
They  are  seldom  allowed  to  own  land 
or  to  hold  official  positions  because  of 


their  actions  in  the  past  toward  the 
tax  collectors.  It  seems  there  was  a 
time  when  whole  villages  took  to  their 
boats  in  order  to  avoid  paying  taxes. 
The  result  was  they  were  forced  to 
remain  on  their  boats.  Later  they 
became  known  as  the  ‘egg  people’  be- 
cause they  were  compelled  to  pay  their 
taxes  in  eggs.  They  now  have  charge 
of  the  duck  and  fishing  industries. 

“It  is  estimated  that  there  are  one 
million  boat  people  in  South  China, 
300,000  of  whom  live  near  Canton. 
They  are  a roaming  people,  and  do 
not  stay  in  one  place  more  than  a few 
years  or,  perhaps,  weeks,  at  a time. 
This  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  conduct- 
ing schools  among  them.  Three  years 
is  the  average  term  of  their  education. 
The  women  and  children  are  mostly 
seen  on  the  house  boats,  because  the 
men  hire  out  by  the  day  as  coolies  on 
land,  or  work  on  the  river  passenger 
and  freight  boats. 

“Practically  every  boat  has  its 
shrine,  inlaid  with  mother-of-pearl, 
and  the  incense  is  carefully  burned 
every  morning  and  evening  before  the 
household  gods. 

“They  like  to  live  in  these  boats, 
which  provide  the  best  means  of 
transportation  in  these  parts.  They 
also  like  to  stay  by  their  boats  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  stolen.  They 
believe  so  much  in  ‘fung  shui’  .that 
they  will  scarcely  ever  help  a drown- 
ing person  out  of  the  water  because 
they  think  that  if  the  water  spirit  is 
deprived  of  his  victim  his  wrath  falls 
on  them. 

“At  death  they  believe  the  ‘heathen 
priests’  have  the  power  to  open  the 
gates  of  hell  and  release  the  spirit  of 
the  dead.  They  have  a burying 
ground  on  land. 

“At  present,  Miss  Drew  has  charge 
of  four  boats — a dispensary  boat,  one 
for  school  and  chapel,  a new  Gospel 
boat,  and  a living  boat.  These  boats 
are  anchored  at  various  points  to  meet 
the  convenience  of  the  people.  The 
men  and  women  often  attend  meetings 
together  and  listen  well  to  a woman 
speaker.  The  dispensary  is  a great 
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help.  They  have  a great  love  for 
money. 

“The  girls  are  beginning  to  inquire 
for  schools,  which  are  difficult  to 
organize.  There  are  a few  lights 
shining  among  them,  for  within  the 
last  twelve  years,  seventy-four  have 
become  church  members.  May  these 
people  also  have  your  prayers.” 


“Not  long  ago  a man  wanted  to  take 
a look  into  the  future  to  see  what  was 
in  store  for  him,  either  of  good  or  of 
evil.  So  he  wrote  on  tiny  bits  of 
paper  a long  list  of  things  that  might 
possibly  happen,  such  as  to  find  some 
money,  to  get  a fat  job,  to  be  invited 
to  a feast,  to  find  a friend  who  would 
loan  him  money,  to  lose  some  money, 
sickness,  death  of  himself  or  family, 
and  a great  many  more. 

“These  bits  of  paper  were  rolled  up 
into  little  rolls,  and  spread  out  on 
the  ground.  Some  sparrows,  three  I 
believe,  which  were  said  to  be  very 
wise,  were  then  brought  in  a basket, 
and  when  the  basket  was  opened  they 
were  supposed  to  come  out  and  pick 
up  one  of  the  little  rolls.  Whatever 
was  written  on  it  was  sure  to  come  to 
pass.  One  of  the  girls  from  the  school, 
was  watching  it  with  considerable  in- 
terest, along  with  a large  crowd  of 
others.  The  cage  was  opened,  but  the 
birds  made  no  move  to  come  out,  and 
after  a little  the  jibes  of  the  crowd 
were  getting  to  be  too  much  for  the 
man  so,  as  he  searched  about  in  his 
mind  for  some  excuse  to  offer,  he 
noticed  this  Christian  girl  in  the 
crowd,  and  said  they  wouldn’t  come 
out  as  long  as  there  was  a “believe 
Jesus”  person  near,  and  requested  her 
to  leave.  She  said,  “Of  course  they 
won’t  come  out  because  this  kind  of 
business  belongs  to  Satan,  and  the 
True  God  is  greater  than  he  and  He  is 
able  to  keep  them  from  coming  out. 
Now  you  ought  to  stop  believing  in 
such  foolish  things  and  believe  in  the 
God  who  truly  has  power,  and  you 
wouldn’t  need  to  worry  about  the 
future.” 


How  many  people  still  in  their  teens 
in  America  are  able  to  answer  ques- 
tions like  these  satisfactorily  to  them- 
selves as  well  as  to  those  who  seek  to 
ridicule  and  scoff  at  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ?  “How  do  you  know 
there  is  what  you  call  the  True  God? 
Can  you  see  Him?  Did  you  see  Him 
today?  Can  He  talk  to  you?  Let  us 
hear  you  talk  to  Him  and  hear  Him 
answer  you.  You  say  He  answers 
prayer,  and  you  also  say  you  pray  for 
us  to  believe.  Why  doesn’t  He  make 
us  believe?  Why  does  He  not  send 
rain  when  we  need  it  so  badly,  since 
He  loves  the  world  so  much?  Explain 
the  incarnation  of  Christ.”  These  are 
a few  of  the  questions  the  school  boys 
and  girls  meet  when  they  go  home. 


Rev.  W.  M.  Robb  makes  this  plea 
for  the  Theological  Training  Class  at 
Tak  Hing:  “If  China  is  inded  to  be 

evangelized  by  the  Chinese,  then  be- 
fore all  who  seek  Christ’s  uplift,  we 
present  the  interests  of  the  Training 
Class,  not  in  the  disparagement  of 
other  work,  but  in  the  conviction  that 
this  is  the  work  which  represents  the 
climax  of  efforts  for  the  evangeliza- 
tion of  these  people.  We  plead  that 
all  who  believe  that  faith  cometh  by 
hearing  and  that  it  is  by  the  foolish- 
ness of  preaching  that  men  shall  be- 
lieve, will  bow  the  knee  in  a passion  of 
prayer  that  the  Spirit  of  the  living 
God  may  be  poured  forth  upon  both 
students  and  instructors  of  the  Train- 
ing Class.  We  need  the  baptism  of 
Pentecost.  “Ye  that  are  the  Lord’s 
remembrancers  keep  not  silence.” 
These  sound  like  the  words  of  a mis- 
sionary seer.  Shall  we  heed  them? 


AN  APPRECIATION. 

Dr.  Kate  McBurney  sends  us  the 
following  and  tells  that  it  was  written 
by  Chue  Hon  Shang,  a teacher  in  the 
Tak  Hing  Schools.  She  says  of  it, 
“Hon  Shang  asked  me  the  other  day 
if  I could  get  something  published  in 
the  church  papers  if  he  would  write 
it.  I told  him  it  was  possible  and  he 
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prepared  the  enclosed,  and  is  sending 
it.  I think  he  means  it,  every  word, 
though  the  three  years  to  the  day 
sounds  extravagant : 

“To  accompany  the  Rev.  J.  A. 
Kempf  on  his  return  to  his  Native 
Land,  for  publication  in  the  Church 
Mission  Baper. 

“Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf,  an  Amer- 
ican, principal  of  the  True  Doctrine 
School  for  Boys,  has  been  here  more 
than  ten  years.  He  has  organized 

rimary  and  Grammar  Grades  in  Tak 
Hing,  Kwong  Tung  Province,  China. 
This  school  is  about  a third  of  a mile 
from  the  East  Gate  of  Tak  Hing  City. 
Two  classes  have  been  graduated  from 
the  Grammar  Grade.  The  work  done 
in  this  school  is  of  a high  quality  and 
has  a great  reputation. 

“On  March  20th,  1918,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Kempf  turned  their  flag  and 
went  away.  (Note  from  scribe — The 
figure  refers  to  one’s  sailing  under  a 
definite  flag  or  banner.  The  flag, 
heretofore,  always  heading  inward 
toward  China  has  now  turned  and 
heads  in  the  opposite  direction,  lead- 
ing them  away  from  China  toward 
their  own  land.) 

“The  Love  the  Doctrine,  and  the 
True  Doctrine  Schools,  Superintend- 
ents, Instructors  and  Pupils ; th'e  Min- 
isters, Brothers  and  Sisters  in  the 
church  and  others  accompanied  them 
to  the  river  side  and  talked  to  them 
there  a long  time,  until  suddenly  the 
whistle  of  the  steamer  was  heard, 
when  we  bade  them  farewell  with  the 
handclasp. 

“All  this  brought  to  mind  the  un- 
countable numbers  of  foreigners  who 
have  come  to  China  since  the  opening 
of  her  ports.  The  Officials  who  came, 
notwithstanding  they  did  not  take  our 
lands,  they  did  take  our  power.  The 
Military  leaders,  though  they  did  not 
take  a blade  of  grass  nor  a stick  of 
timber,  are  here  manifesting  the  glory 
and  power  of  th>eir  own  countries. 
The  Merchants,  while  they  do  not 
hinder  our  own  mercantile  activities, 
they  do  carry  away  our  money.  The 
various  tradesmen  who  come  to  us, 


even  though  they  do  not  diminish  the 
wages  of  our  tradesmen,  sit  in  the 
seats  of  our  skilled  workers. 

“In  contrast  to  all  these  has  come  a 
Religion,  whose  attitude  toward  all 
men  is  brotherhood,  and  to  all  things 
friendly.  Chapels  are  established 
where  the  people’s  hearts  are  opened 
to  believe  Jesus.  Hospitals  are  opened 
to  save  the  sick.  Schools  are  opened 
to  increase  the  wisdom  of  the  people. 
The  object  of  those  who  carry  on  such 
work  as  this  is  only  to  secure  blessing 
to  the  country  and  to  the  people.  In 
comparison  with  others  who  come  to 
us  they  are  as  different  as  Heaven 
from  Earth. 

“Rev.  Kempf  is  one  of  Religion’s 
great  Men.  Alas!  he  has  gone  from 
us,  but  we  will  look  forward  to  his  re- 
turn. One  day  seems  as  three  years 
while  he  is  absent.” 

“The  writer,  though  not  clever,  was 
stirred  to  think  these  thoughts  by  the 
farewell,  and  returned  frofP  the 
steamer  and  wrote  them.” 


The  Mission  in  China  has  sent  for- 
ward to  the  Board  a copy  of  its  formal 
tribute  to  the  worth  and  character  of 
Mrs.  Margaret  Doig.  Readers  will 
recall  that  Olive  Trees  published  in 
the  February  number  a memorial  to 
this  devoted  woman.  Her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Mabel  Doig  Kempf,  since  arriv- 
ing in  this  country  writes  her  own 
tribute  of  love  to  her  mother  and 
grandmother,  which  we  here  glady 
publish : 

MY  MOTHER  AND  GRAND- 
MOTHER. 

By  Mrs.  Mabel  Doig  Kempf. 

Since  reaching  the  shores  of  our 
native  land,  I have  been  led  to  write 
a few  lines  about  by  dear  mother,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Doig,  who  went  to  her 
Heavenly  Home  November  16,  1917, 
and  whose  earthly  tabernacle  was  laid 
away  on  the  Mission  compound  in 
Tak  Hing,  South  China. 

Mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Chapman,  was  born  in  New  York 
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City,  May  9,  1850,  and  at  about  the 
age  of  ten  years  entered  the  Sabbath 
School  of  the  Second  New  York  Con- 
gregation, then  on  West  Eleventh 
street,  and  under  the  ministry  of  Dr. 
Andrew  Stevenson,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  that  congregation  for  forty-six 
years,  having  claimed  full  privileges 
of  the  Church  in  the  spring  of  1871. 

In  July  of  the  same  year  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  James  Doig  by 
Dr.  Stevenson.  She  was  one  of  the 
best  of  mothers.  She  was  filled  with 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  any  one  who 
knew  her  couldn’t  help  but  testify  to 
her  love  for  God,  His  Word  and  His 
House,  her  faith  and  trust  in  Him. 

What  was  the  secret  of  her  Chris- 
tian life?  The  early  training  in  her 
home  by  a God-fearing  mother,  who 
was  most  careful  in  training  her  chil- 
dren in  the  little  things  of  life.  If 
space  permitted  I could  give  many  in- 
stances that  would  show  my  dear 
grandmother’s  carefulness  in  this  re- 
spect. Her  simple  faith  and  perfect 
trust  in  God  was  a beauty  to  be  ad- 
mired, and  was  much  referred  to  by 
my  mother  as  the  means  of  leading 
her  in  the  straight  and  narrow  way. 

There  is  nothing  that  can  take  the 
place  of  the  early  training  in  the 
home  by  a God-fearing  mother. 


TO  YOUNG  WOMEN  OF  THE 
COVENANTER  CHURCH 

Now  as  never  before  young  people 
are  thinking  of  the  contribution  they 
can  make  to  the  world’s  need.  It  is 
certain  there  are  some  among  the 
young  women  of  the  Covenanter 
Church  who  are  looking  forward  to 
the  place  they  can  fill,  and  are  con- 
sidering preparing  themselves  for 
definite  work. 

In  these  days  special  preparation 
is  expected  for  all  missionary  and 
welfare  work,  and  opportunities  are 
presented  for  study  and  practical  ex- 
perience. Courses  in  Philanthropy 
and  Social  Service  offered  in  schools 
in  our  large  cities  are  recommended 
to  those  considering  such  work. 


The  Pennsylvania  School  of  Social 
Service,  in  Philadelphia,  with  a 
course  of  one  year,  is  of  high  stand- 
ing, and  its  graduates  are  in  demand. 
All  the  members  of  last  year’s  class 
who  desired  positions  were  engaged 
for  work  before  the  time  of  their 
graduation.  Students  of  this  school 
frequently  have  their  “residence” 
while  taking  their  courses  at  one  of 
the  “settlements”  in  the  city,  and 
count  the  experience  gained  there  of 
special  help. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  our  Jewish 
Mission  Board  it  was  suggested  that 
if  several  young  women  of  our  church 
would  chose  to  come  to  Philadelphia 
to  enter  on  a course  of  study  to  pre- 
pare for  future  work,  our  Mission 
Building  would  furnish  a valuable 
place  of  residence.  Accordingly  the 
Board  offered  the  use  of  the  building 
to  such  as  can  be  accommodated,  and 
desires  to  present  the  matter  to  earn- 
est young  women  looking  for  this 
opportunity. 

The  experience  of  meeting  the  peo- 
ple of  the  neighborhood  would  be  of 
help  to  workers  looking  forward  to 
lives  of  usefulness  among  people  at 
home  or  in  other  lands.  There  would 
be  an  opportunity  to  help  in  the  work 
of  the  Mission,  and  to  be  associated 
with  members  of  our  congregations  in 
the  city. 

It  is  hoped  that  our  young  women, 
especially  those  of  college  training, 
will  give  serious  thought  to  this  sug- 
gestion. Further  particulars  that 
may  be  desired  will  be  given  to  those 
writing  to 

E.  M.  McFarland, 

500  Catharine  St.,  Phila.,  Pa. 

By  order  of  the  Jewish  Misison 
Board. 


Fear  of  failure  is  the  father  of 
failure. 

It’s  risky  riding  when  the  devil  is 
driving. 

Lessons  learned  in  the  cradle  last 
to  the  grave. 
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WOMEN’S  DEPARTMENT 

Edited  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Martin  a id  Mrs.  M.  E.  Metheny, 
College  Hill,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 


MISSION  STUDY 

To  our  sisters  and  friends,  greeting! 

In  closing  the  record  of  another 
year,  we  desire  to  thank  those  who 
have  so  generously  responded  to  our 
calls  for  material. 

We  feel  that  we  have  made  pro- 
gress in  that  our  department  has  rep- 
resented the  whole  church  through 
its  Presbyterials.  The  purpose  of  tne 
magazine  is  to  increase  our  knowl- 
edge of  God’s  work  in  the  wrorld,  and 
quicken  our  interest;  to  give  us  an 
accurate  idea  of  what  is  being  done 
in  our  own  mission  fields — founded 
by  us,  supported  by  us,  and  kept 
alive  by  our  prayers. 

There  are  a few  difficulties  in  con- 
nection with  Mission  Study  to  which 
I wish  to  call  your  attention.  Cir- 
cumstances are  so  different  that  it  is 
not  possible  for  all  Presbyterials  to 
meet  at  the  same  time  of  year.  But 
by  all  beginning  to  study  a book  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  possible  for  all  to 
have  whatever  benefit  may  be  in  the 
Review. 

The  book  is  chosen  after  consulta- 
tion with  Synod’s  Committee.  The 
Review  cannot  be  begun  until  Sep- 
tember, as  after  Synod  the  Women’s 
Department  has  no  room  until  after 
the  July- August  number.  We  then 
have  notes  on  the  book  from  Septem- 
ber to  June  inclusive.  Should  all 
begin  the  study  in  October  they 
would  have  the  help  of  all  the  notes. 

I would  suggest  that  each  Presby- 
terial  appoint  one  of  their  number 
each  year,  and  these  four  form  a com- 
mittee to  consult  with  each  other,  and 
with  the  Synodical  Committee  on  the 
selection  of  a book,  and  that  long 
enough  before  Synod  for  the  an- 
nouncement to  be  made  at  Synod. 
Time  would  be  needed  for  correspond- 
ence and  consultation. 

Another  suggestion.  Would  it  not 
be  possible  for  each  Presbyterial  to 


appoint  two  correspondents  to  fur- 
nish an  article  each  year  for  the 
Women’s  Department?  This  would 
give  us  eight  articles  a year  without 
the  necessity  of  canvassing  the 
church  for  writers.  Details  could  be 
arranged  later.  For  instance,  begin- 
ning with  Iow^a:  September,  Iowa; 
October,  Illinois;  November,  Kansas; 
December,  Pittsburgh.  Then  repeat 
in  the  same  order.  For  the  remain- 
ing tw^o  numbers  the  Editors  wmuld 
take  the  responsibility  of  looking  up 
special  correspondents. 

I am  not  half  done,  but  as  one  who 
is  alwrays  urging  writers  to  keep 
within  the  600-w^ord  limit,  it  behooves 
me  to  stop,  for  I have  already  over- 
run my  limit. 

Cordially  yours, 

Mar:y  E.  Metheny. 


LET  US  PRAY. 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Martin,  with  whom  we 
had  sw^eet  fellowship  in  our  home  at  a 
State  W.  C.  T.  U.  Convention,  comes 
asking  an  article  for  Olive  Trees. 
She  sympathetically  says,  “Many 
changes  have  come  since  then.”  A 
dear  husband,  wiio  wfas  my  stay  and 
help,  gone  home.  The  daughter  in 
the  home  a sufferer  for  many  years, 
passing  through  a seveTe  operation 
on  her  head  by  Dr.  Frazier,  the  noted 
head  surgeon,  about  leaving  for 
France  with  his  unit.  We  are  drawn 
together  by  our  experience  of  suffer- 
ing and  sorrow. 

It  is  a sad  world  today— perhaps 
never  sadder— but  it  is  possible  as 
never  before  to  hear  the  heart  beat  of 
the  nations  and  to  feel  the  breadth 
and  depth  of  the  world’s  tragedy. 
This  thought  comes  to  me  as  w'e  take 
up  the  Mission  Study  book,  “The 
Workers  of  the  Orient.”  In  the  pref- 
ace the  author  says,  “How  can  we  in 
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whose  windows  service  flags  are  fly-  days  were  called  days  of  “fasting, 
ing  fail  to  feel  our  oneness  with  the  humiliation  and  prayer,”  and  he  asked 
women  of  other  lands  whose  sons  fight  his  fellow-countrymen  to  recognize 
side  by  side  with  those  from  our  own  their  guilt  and  purge  their  consciences 
homes?  We  should  be  less  than  and  to  accept  the  suffering  which  was 
human  if  the  hunger,  the  peril,  the  laid  upon  tnem  as  God’s  punishment 
death  of  women  and  little  children  in  for  the  nation’s  sin. 
our  war  ravaged  lands  did  not  stir  us  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has  made  a Call 
to  sacrifice.”  to  P rayer,  to  which  all  of  our  churches 

In  our  own  land  the  Indian  stands  and  organizations  are  responding, 
side  by  side  with  his  white  brother,  This  is  for  daily  prayer : 
both  in  the  army  and  navy.  Together  “It  is  because  America  believes  that 
they  may  go  “over  the  top”  or  lie  its  cause  is  a righteous  one  that  it  has 
wounded  or  dead  on  the  battlefield,  entered  this  terrible  world  war,  and  it 
With  five  thousand  red  men  in  the  is  because  the  Christian  people  of  our 
United  States  as  soldiers — volunteers  land  and  of  those  countries  wiiich  are 
and  drafted — nine  millions  invested  battling  with  us  believe  that  the  strug- 
in  war  bonds,  the  patriotism  of  the  gle  in  which  they  are  engaged  is  for 
Red  Man  cannot  be  questioned.  tne  right,  that  it  is  a defensive  war 

From  a Hampton  graduate  in  khaki  against  wicked  aggression  and  in- 
comes this  thought,  this  sublime  human  cruelty,  that  service  and 
spirit,  “Why  should  I,  a negro,  be  prayer  has  become  for  us  and  for 
willing  to  lay  down  my  life  in  this  them  a holy  duty.  There  is  some- 
war?”  The  sentiment  toward  the  op-  thing  deeply  inspiring  in  the  thought 
pressed  negro  is  to  be  improved  as  of  the  united  supplications  of  a 
the  world  sentiment  against  oppres-  nation  at  one  hour,  seeking  spiritual 
sion  is  strengthened  as  the  world  strength  for  the  prosecution  of  a 
moves  forward  toward  love  and  jus-  cause  the  suppliants  know  to  be  a 
tice.  just  one  and  upon  the  success  of 

President  Wilson  has  been  preach-  which  depends  all  that  Christendom 
ing  this  message  for  the  past  two  has  through  the  ages  held  most  dear, 
years:  “America  should  serve  the  The  suggestion  of  community  pray- 
world,  not  to  serve  ourselves  buters,  at  noon  and  everywnere,  is  a 
humanity.”  Jesus’  teaching  is,  “No  worthy  one  and  should  be  acted  upon 
man  liveth  to  himself,  no  man  dieth  to  as  a symbol  of  the  faith  that  is  in  us, 
himself.”  What  we  need  today  is  an  earnest  of  our  sincerity  of  pur- 
more  prayer.  War  can  only  be  ended  pose  and  of  the  deep  foundations  of 
by  prayer.  Only  the  way  up  is  always  our  adherence  to  truth  and  right  in 
open.  Dr.  J.  R.  Mott  says:  “We  are  government  as  well  as  in  the  rule  of 
in  the  greatest  need  of  help  in  what  I life  of  the  individual.” 
believe  in  my  inmost  soul  is  the  most  The  Woman’s  Christian  Temper- 
important  thing  next  to  prayer  itself , ance  Union  has  observed  the  Noon- 
the  enlisting  of  men  in  the  exercise  tide  Hour  of  Prayer  for  many  years, 
of  real  prayer.”  After  Jesus’  ascen-  The  National  Woman’s  Prayer  Bat- 
sion  the  apostles  in  an  upper  room  talion  was  first  organized  in  England 
“continued  with  one  accord  stead-  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  nation 
fastly  in  prayer.”  Congress  has  asked  to  prayer.  There  are  now  thousands 
the  President  to  appoint  a national  of  women  who  have  signed  the  Cove- 
day  of  humiliation  and  prayer.  This  nant  Card  and  have  pledged  them- 
means  that  we  as  a nation  need  to  selves  to  daily  prayer  both  in  Eng- 
repent  of  our  sins  and  cry  mightily  land  and  America.  The  women  of 
to  God.  President  Lincoln,  during  the  Presbyterian  Church  are  enlisted 
the  Civil  War,  more  than  once  pro-  in  the  Intercessory  Division  of  Na- 
claimed  such  a day.  At  that  time  such  tional  Service.  This  way  of  helping 
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in  this  world’s  crisis  is  more  import- 
ant than  any  other  form  of  service, 
that  of  wielding  the  power  of  prayer. 
A card  has  been  prepared  with  topics 
for  prayer  suggestion,  not  obligatory. 

“To  pray  together  in  whatever 
tongue  or  ritual  is  the  most  tender 
brotherhood  of  hope  and  sympathy 
that  men  can  contract  in  this  life.” 
The  Power  of  Prayer. 

“Lord,  what  a change  within  us  one 
short  hour 

Spent  in  Thy  presence  will  avail 
to  make! 

What  heavy  burdens  from  our 
bosoms  take; 

What  parched  grounds  refresh,  as 
with  a shower ! 

We  kneel  and  all  around  us  seems  to 
lower ; 

We  rise,  and  all  the  distant  and 
the  near 

Stands  forth  in  sunny  outline, 
brave  and  clear ! 

We  kneel,  how  weak!  we  rise,  how 
full  of  power! 

Why,  therefore,  should  we  do  our- 
selves this  wrong; 

Or  others,  that  we  are  not  always 
strong ; 

That  we  are  ever  overborne  with 
care ; 

That  we  should  ever  weak  or  heart- 
less be, 

Anxious  or  troubled,  when  with  us  in 
prayer ; 

And  joy  and  strength  and  courage 
are  with  Thee?” 

Mrs.  T.  P.  Stevenson. 

May,  1918. 


COLORADO 

The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Wom- 
en’s Missionary  Association  of  Col- 
orado Presbytery  met  in  the  Denver 

R.  P.  Church,  May  8,  9.  Twenty- 
four  delegates  were  present.  We  had 
many  visitors,  and  splendid  numbers 
in  the  program  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  A.  I. 
Robb,  our  China  missionaries;  Rev. 
P.  J.  McDonald,  of  Los  Angeles ; Rev. 
J.  B.  Gilmore,  of  La  Junta,  and  Rev. 

S.  E.  Greer,  pastor  of  Denver  Church, 
were  given.  Also  fine  reports,  live 


discussion  and  a symposium  on  “Mis- 
sions and  World  War.”  The  reports 
of  local  societies  showed  good  work 
being  done,  not  only  for  Missions,  but 
in  patriotic  service  and  Red  Cross 
work.  The  spirit  throughout  was 
fine,  and  quite  enthusiastic,  and  the 
Denver  ladies  outdid  themselves  in 
the  royal  entertainment  provided  for 
the  visitors,  both  in  their  homes  and 
in  the  dinner  and  lunch  served  in  the 
church  dining-room. 

The  thank-offering  was  a very  gen- 
erous one,  considering  the  small 
number  of  congregations  comprising 
this  Presbytery,  and  the  many  and 
varied  calls  for  funds  at  this  time, 
Greeley  Congregation  also  being  deep 
in  a campaign  for  funds  for  a new 
church  building.  The  forward  step 
that  elicited  most  discussion  and  in- 
terest was  in  the  form  of  a resolu- 
tion, “that  we  as  a Presbyterial  asso- 
ciation take  steps  to  enlist  all  the 
other  societies  of  our  church  in  a 
Synodical  or  General  Missionary 
Society,”  the  object  being  not  so 
much  to  convene  in  yearly  or  even 
biennial  convention,  but  to  have  a 
central  committee  to  formulate  plans 
for  work  and  study,  and  devotional 
and  prayer  topics  for  the  society  of 
the  whole  church.  By  this  means  we 
would  not  only  conserve  in  the  matter 
of  expense,  as  in  printed  programs 
and  outlines,  etc.,  but  our  efforts 
would  be  unified,  and  intensified,  as 
we  would  all  be  working  and  study- 
ing, and  praying  and  giving  for  the 
same  things  at  the  same  time. 

As  the  Missionary  magazine,  Olive 
Trees,  is  taken  in  95  per  cenL  of  the 
homes  of  the  members  of  Colorado 
Presbytery,  we  hereby  send  out  our 
action  to  all  the  other  societies,  and 
hope  that  our  aim,  through  its  pages, 
a “General  Women’s  Society  for  the 

R.  P.  C.  in  1919,”  may  be  passed  to  all 
the  women  in  our  church.  The  officers 
elected  and  continued  for  the  coming 
year  are  Mrs.  Myrta  M.  Dodds,  presi- 
dent; Mrs.  James  Carson,  vice-presi- 
dent; Mrs.  R.  L.  Orr,  treasurer;  Mrs. 

S.  B.  McClelland,  secretary. 
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NEED  FOR  TRAINED  YOUNG 
WOMEN. 

“And  the  Lord  said,  Wherefore 
criest  thou  unto  me?  Speak  unto  the 
children  of  Isreal  that  they  go  for- 
ward.” Today,  in  such  anxious  times, 
surely  the  need  for  trained  young 
women  is  greater  than  ever  before, 
and  we  must  not  only  cry  unto  the 
Lord  but  go  forward  in  training  for 
Christian  service. 

Sisters,  new  doors  for  girls  and 
women  are  opened  by  the  hand  of  war. 
Soon  there  will  come  through  them 
scores  of  industrial  girls,  whose  study, 
work  and  play,  will  be  closely  related 
to  ours,  and  they  will  be  greatly  influ- 
enced by  our  standards.  Are  we 
ready? 

We  may  look  for  something  like 
three  and  one-half  million  women 
workers  new  to  industry.  Even  at  the 
present  time  many  women  are  being 
employed  in  positions  formerly  held 
by  men  as  chauffeurs,  telegraphers, 
railroad  watchers,  ticket  agents,  en- 
gine cleaners,  car  conductors,  elevator 
operators,  bell  boys,  messengers,  floor- 
walkers, draftsmen  and  day  laborers, 
all  of  which  call  for  general  training 
of  a high  order,  as  well  as  some  tech- 
nical training.  This  mobilization  of 
women  is  a big  task,  for  we  are  a com- 
plex industrial  nation. 

Twenty  thousand  women,  America’s 
volunteer  army  of  nurses  started  for 
the  battle  fronts  of  Europe  in  Octo- 
ber. Many  have  gone  since,  yet  thou- 
sands of  others  are  needed.  Girls 
burning  with  patriotic  ardor  have 
been  trained  how  to  be  useful  in  car- 
ing for  and  the  feeding  of  troops. 

Practically  no  country  is  left  with- 
out the  terror  of  the  sword ; the 
'sword  that  slays  in  battle  but  more 
surely  strikes  deep  into  the  heart  of 
women.  Europe  is  avowedly  accept- 
ing women  as  essential  to  carrying  on 
war,  and  America  is  just  beginning 
to  see  the  folly  of  leaving  them  unfit 
for  the  crisis  of  today.  Every  woman 


should  be  well  fitted,  having  on  the 
whole  armor  of  God,  to  do  her  bit  in 
the  great  battle  against  principalities 
rnd  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the 
darkness  of  this  world,  against  spir- 
itual wickedness  in  high  places. 

There  are  in  America  at  least  3,- 
291,250  women  and  girls  who  cannot 
speak  English.  They  need  us.  They 
need  Christ. 

“Come  over  and  help  us !”  is  the  call 
we  hear  from  the  mission  fields.  There 
are  unsaved  souls  dying  now.  Just 
think;  on  the  average  a soul  passes 
into  eternal  death  every  second  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Would  you  do  any  more  to  help  save 
some  of  these  if  they  were  your  father, 
mother,  brothers,  or  sisters?  “He 
that  loveth  father  or  mother  more 
than  Me  is  not  worthy  of  Me.”  Would 
you  do  any  more  if  it  were  your 
Saviour  Suffering?  Insomuch  as  ye 
have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these,  my  brethern,  ye  have  done  it 
unto  Me.” 

We  seem  so  few  amidst  so  much  to 
do,  yet  our  Heavenly  Father  can  take 
one  and  put  ten  thousand  to  flight. 

You  may  think  you  are  not  qualified 
for  the  work  in  which  the  Lord  wants 
you.  The  great  teacher  knows  each 
better  than  she  knows  herself,  and 
what  is  more,  he  knows  his  own 
nower.  His  strentgh  is  made  per- 
fect in  weakness.  He  needs  humble 
peonle. 

He  wants  women  of  strong  faith 
without  which  it  is  imoossible  to 
please  him.  In  these  trying  times, 
how  could  we  stand  it  without  faith 
to  cast  our  burdens  upon  the  Lord? 
A mother,  after  hearing  that  her  two 
sons  were  drafted,  said:  “Well,  one 

thing,  there  is  a peace  which  they 
cannot  take  from  us.”  Let  us  “Be 
anxious  for  nothing  but  in  everything 
by  nrayer  and  supplication  with 
thanksgiving  let  your  requests  be 
made  known  unto  God,  and  the  peace 
of  God  which  passeth  all  understand- 
ing shall  keep  your  heart  and  mind 
through  Christ  Jesus.” 

Oh,  the  present  need  for  spiritually 
trained  young  women,  those  who  de- 
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pend  upon  the  Lord  alone  for  com- 
fort, strength  and  joy!  As  we  shall 
be  performing  our  little  every-day 
tasks  and  everything  seems  to  go 
wrong,  we  must  learn  to  see  God  in 
it  all  and  remember  that  trials  are  his 
chariots  sent  to  take  the  soul  to 
higher  spiritual  places  in  training  for 
future  usefulness.  Everything  be- 
comes a chariot  the  moment  we  trust 
it  as  such.  Therefore  mounted  into 
God’s  chariots  we  are  carried  away 
from  the  low  earthly  planes  of  life, 
where  everything  hurts  and  is  un- 
happy, up  into  the  heavenly  places 
of  Christ  Jesus,  where  we  can  ride 
in  triumph  over  all  below.  We  try  to 
reach  high  spiritual  places  with  the 
“multitude  of  our  charoits,”  trusting 
first  in  one  thing,  then  in  another. 
We  may  lean  too  much  upon  a dear 
friend,  a favorite  minister,  or  even 
prayer  meeting.  We  young  women 
will  have  to  be  brought  to  the  place 
where  all  other  refuges  fail  us  until 
we  say  “He  only.”  We  say  “He  and” 
something  else,  and  all  after  the  and 
must  be  destroyed  or  proven  useless. 
Let  us  thank  the  Lord  for  every  trial 
which  destroys  our  earthy  chariots, 
for  we  must  ride  in  the  higher  one  in 
order  to  be  prepared  for  the  work  to 
which  he  has  called  us. 

The  Master  has  a special  work  for 
each  and  knows  her  individual  needs. 
May  we  put  ourselves  wholly  into 
our  Heavenly  Father’s  hand  for  him 
to  train  as  he  sees  fit.  His  plan  may 
be  quite  different  from  ours,  for  our 
ways  are  not  his  ways.  One  may  go 
to  school  until  she  has  received  the 
highest  degrees  of  honor.  Another 
may  not  be  permitted  to  go  to  col- 
lege but  receives  her  training  wash- 
ing, ironing,  scrubbing  and  cooking 
under  aggravations  until  she  has  ac- 
quired patience,  perseverance,  sub- 
mission to  his  will,  faith,  love  and  joy 
in  little  service.  Still  others  may  re- 
ceive these  graces  in  entirely  differ- 
ent ways.  “Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  his  righteousness  and  all 
these  things  will  be  added  unto  you.” 
Seek  him  with  you  whole  heart  and 


other  needful  preparation  will  be 
added. 

Training  is  a requisite  to  any 
undertaking,  and  the  Word  of  God  is 
ours  that  we  may  be  “perfect,  thor- 
oughly furnished  in  all  good  works.” 
Bible  study  helps  each  to  keep  with 
her  Lord. 

Only  a smile;  yes,  only  a smile, 

That  a woman  o’erburdened  with 
grief 

Expected  from  you,  ’twould  have 
given  relief, 

For  her  heart  ached  sore  the  while. 

But  weary  and  cheerless,  she  went 
away 

Because  as  it  happened  that  very 
day 

You  were  out  of  touch  with  your 
Lord. 

Only  a word;  yes,  only  a word, 

That  the  Spirit’s  small  voice  whis- 
pered, “Speak,” 

But  the  worker  passed  onward  un- 
blessed and  weak, 

Whom  you  were  meant  to  have  stirred 
To  courage,  devotion,  and  love  anew, 
Because  when  the  message  came  to 
you 

You  were  out  of  touch  with  your 
Lord. 

Only  a note ; yes,  only  a note, 

To  a friend  in  a distant  land ; 

The  Spirit  said  “Write,”  but  then 
you  had  planned 

Some  different  work,  and  you  thought 

It  mattered  little.  You  did  not 
know 

’Twould  have  saved  a soul  from 
sin  and  woe — 

You  were  out  of  touch  with  your 
Lord. 

Only  a day;  yes,  only  a day, 

But,  oh!  can  you  guess,  my  friend, 

Where  the  influence  reaches,  and 
where  it  will  end 

Of  the  hours  that  you  fritted  away? 

The  Master’s  command  is  “Abide 
in  me.” 

And  fruitless  will  your  service  be, 
If  out  of  touch  with  your  Lord. 

Theresa  Brownlee. 
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Mrs.  Robt.  E.  Willson  \ on  Iur  *n  T M Wright  m d 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland Mrs  James  M Wright 

Mrs.  Andrew  J.  McFarland MRS*  JAMES  iVi*  WRKlHr 

John  Peoples,  M.  D 

Mrs.  John  Peoples.  ...  on  furlough 
Miss  F.  Elma  French,  on  furlough  . 


Lamaca,  Cyprus. 


Union  Language  School , 
Canton , South  China. 

Rev.  R.  C.  Adams  

Mrs.  R.  C.  Adams  * 


Rev.  Walter  McCarroll Rev.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 

Mrs.  Walter  McCarroll,  on  furlough  Mrs.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 

Mr.  Wilbur  Weir Miss  M.  Edna  Wallace,  M.  D.  . . . 

Nicosia , Cyprus.  Miss  Inez  M.  Smith,  R.  N 

Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D _ _.  . 

Mrs.  Calvin  McCarroll Lo  Tm9>  vm  Canton , South  China . 


Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 
Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 
E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D. . . 
Mrs.  E.  J.  M.  Dickson  — 


Tak  Ring  Chau , West  River , 

South  China. 

Mrs  A I Robb  D:  . ( 0n  £urlough 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb, Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Robb’ on  furlough Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean 

HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1917 


Indian  Mission,  Apache , Okla. 
Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  D.  D.,  Sup't. 


Southern  Mission , 


Miss  Inez  Wicherham 

Miss  Ellen  Wilson 

Miss  Irene  McMurtrey 

Miss  May  Allen 

Miss  Mary  McKnight,  Teacher. 

Mr.  Clay  Williams 
Mr.  Paul  White 

Mission  of  the  Covenant,  800  South  5th  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Miss  Annie  Forsyth 
Miss  Emma  M.  McFarland 

Volunteer  Workers. 

Miss  Mary  Gray 
Miss  Mazie  Steele 
Drs.  Peebles 
Miss  Mary  Adams 
Miss  Anna  Thompson 
Dr.  Ralph  Duncan 
Mr.  Samuel  Jackson  ) 

Mr.  Melville  Pearce  V Alternating 
Mr.  Will  Stewart  ) 

Mr.  Edwin  Anderson 


Knox  Academy,  Selma,  Ala. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  Superintendent . 
Miss  Lola  Weir,  High  School. 

Miss  M.  Jean  Shuman,  High  School. 
Miss  Ella  M.  Hays,  Grammar  School 
Miss  Adrienne  Fulton,  Sixth  Grade. 
Mrs.  S.  Kingston,  Fifth  Grade. 

Mrs.  M.  I.  Robb,  Fourth  Grade. 

Miss  Ruth  Kynett,  Third  Grade. 

Miss  Mary  Wilson,  Second  Grade. 

Mrs.  Ella  Senegal,  First  Grade. 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Sims,  Primary. 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Parrish,  Music. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Fowler,  Girls'  Industrial. 
Prof.  Theodore  Lee,  Boys'  Industrial 
Miss  Sophia  Kingston  ) East 
Miss  Laura  Mae  Kingston  ) Selma 
Mrs.  Louise  Kynett,  Pleasant  Grove. 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 

President 

HENRY  O’NEIL,  740  Riverside  Drive,  New  York  City. 

Vice-  President 

J.  C.  McFEETERS,  D.  D.,  1838  Wallace  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Corresponding  Secretary 

FINDLEY  Mi  WILSON,  D.  D.,  2517  N.  Franklin  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Recording  Secretary 

F.  M.  FOSTER,  Ph.  D.,  305  W.  29th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Treasurer 

JOSEPH  M.  STEELE,  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Transportation  Agent 

WILLIAM  G.  CARSON,  205  South  42nd  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  TREASURERS 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China,  Mission  of  The  Covenant  and  Church  Erection — 
Mr.  Joseph  M.  Steele,  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission;  Southern  Mission  ; Indian  Mission;  Testimony  Bearing  Sustentation; 
Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows’  and  Orphans’  Fund;  Literary,  Students’  Aid; 
National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  411  Penn  Building.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  D.  C Ward,  7004  Lemington  Ave.,  East  End,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


TELEPHONE:  785  MORN INGSIDE 

WM.  MoGbE>AN’S  SON 

Undertaker  and  Embalmer 

508  WEST  134t«  STREET 

ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN  NBW  YORK 


JAMES  S.  TIBBY  - Pittsburg,  Psl. 


SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 
BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 

WRITE  FOR  PRICES 


